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Cojnpiled by
L'ne Moyer, 1990INTRODUCTION

The folloiiiing prose and poetry, mas mritten by my Grandmother, 
Christina M, Berning (Busch). They mere taken from copies of her hand 
mritten notebook, mhich mere so kindly prouided by my Runt, Ruby 
Fitzgerald (Berning). 1 can neuer thank her enough, for sharing this 
treasure mith us. In transcribing the folloming pages, I feel I haue 
come to knom this lady, mho mas, preuiously, a ghost of my childhood 
memory. Since Grandmother died mhen I mas only sin, my memories 
of her mere somemhat sketchy. Reading these lines, has giuen me 
the opportunity to knom her as an adult, and has giuen me a nem 
perspectiue. fl priceless oportunity, to share in the things that shaped 
the character of this lady, mho's blood me share, in a common bond.
I cannot descr ibe the flood of emotions that this effort has euoked, 
the smiles, the tears, and the myriad feelings in betmeen, a bitter 
smeet potpourri of feelings, memories and dreams, there, betmeen 
the lines that she mrote. It's been a true labor of loue, and I hope 
that her mords mill touch all of your hues, as much as they haue mine.
I mas compelled to pull out bon after bOH of old photos, mith a need to 
reacquaint myself mith the people and places, times and faces, that 
are a part of my life.

THE BEHER lUflV

I sit and think of the better day-— 
Ves, it is true, uery true indeed. 

People morked in much better mays, 
find helped their neighbor in his need.

They didn't think, horn much mill he pay 
find ask too much, yes, yes indeed.

No, in the better day.
There masn't such a terrible greed.

Thanks, my fr iend, the neighbor mould say, 
Horn much you helped, and mhat fun.
Oh, I'll need your help too some day, 
find soon our mork tmill all be done.

Vou don't find them any more that may 
They think, not of mhat they'ue done. 

But, horn much mill he pay.
Norn, isn't the BetterbLUay more fun.
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Biography of Christina M. Berning (Busch)

LUe mere married on the 13th of Nouember, 1900. Bought a farm in 
North Dakota in Section 13. Lined on Section 13 for 13 years, then 
moued to loma, land) found me mere liuing in the 13th precinct. ILlhile 
lining in the 13th precinct me celebrated our 25th medding 
anninersary on Friday the 13th. Gane birth to a 13th child, mho mas 
born on Friday the 13th. On the 13th of June, after lining in the 13th 
precinct 13 years, me moned back to section 13, oner Highmay 13, and 
our 13th baby mill be 13 years on the 13 of April in 1941.

This is the Biography of Mrs. August Berning.

TAANSPLANTING THE FAMILV BUSCH

Mr. liim. Busch of liiestfalen, Germany, his brothers, John and Henry, 
also his Father, Bernard, mho had a tmin brother mith him till they 
arrined in Philadelphia, in some manner mere parted at that city and 
nener more seen or heard from. Mr. liim. Busch mas 94 years at his 
death in the year 1942, mhich mould make it about 1848 at the time of 
birth, or 1871 mhen they left Germany, lilm. Busch had four sons, 
Ferdinand, Leonard, U.)m. and Frank, and three daughters, Christina, 
Cecilia, and Hyacinth, all of mhich are liuing, eHcepting Cecilia.

(This undated accounting, mas hand mritten by Christina Busch.)
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MAKE VOUR MOTHER HRPPV

Thru her cabin door, 1 can see her, 
Rs she rocks there, to and fro. 

Of her dear ones she is thinking, 
That haue left her long ago.

So write to your dear old Mother, 
For she is thinking most of you. 

Tell her how you still do lone her, 
For she has been both kind and true.

In a cabin on the mountain.
Sits a man, head bowed in shame. 

He had forgotten to write to Mother, 
Uiho had giuen him his name.

So he writes to his darling Mother, 
IHho has been so IOL»ing and true. 

He tells her how he loues her, 
find has made her happy too.

MEMORIES

It seems long ago, when so soft and warm. 
The tiny babes nestled in my arm. 

Many years haue gone, and how they grew, 
Voung men now, and women too.

But still in memories, I seem to see 
Them small again, depending on me. 
Their little hands cuddled into mine. 
Their eyes with loue, for me ashine.

But now my steps haue weary grown. 
I'm feeble, old and gray,

I cough, I grumble and I moan 
Rs I trod the dreary way.

fill I ask is, patient with me be. 
For the time is drawing near, 

U-lhen I no longer here will be, 
find then I'll neecLno Cheer.
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JfiCK FROST

Jack Frost has left his finger prints 
On uegetable, floioers, and trees.

He has sent the leaues a fluttering donm, 
find fans us luith his icy breeze.

The snouLi he has piled 
High in the lane. 

Floiuers he has painted 
On our ujindotiP pane.

Barrels are filled mith apples red. 
Fruit jars mere filled mith loue and care. 

Coals bins too, in cellar or shed, 
find cosy me rest in our easy chair.

ailNTER HRS COME

Jack Fr ost has left his finger prints 
Upon uegetable, flomers, and trees.

He has sent the leaues a fluttering domn. 
lllhem, mhat an icy breeze dos t meet us at the damn.

The snom is piled high along fence and lane, 
fipple barrels are filled mith apples red, 
find flomer s are on our mindom pane. 

Coal in the bin, sheep in the shed.

The Jar s in the cellar mer e filled mith care,
Norn me rest our meary bones in our easy chair. 

Thinking and planning for Holidays a coming one by one. 
fls me hear the corn a popping, oh mhat fun.

Thanksgiuing mith its turkey and pumpkin pie. 
lilhile children dance up and domn, Christmas Just comes flying by. 

Oh Lent has come mith its penance and fast.
Then Easter br ings Joy and Spring, at last.
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HOPE

Strong loinds are fiercly blowing 
liiinter days are cold and drear 

Tis nice to sit by fireside glowing 
find feel that spring soon will be here

Cheer up, cheer up, my dear friend 
find prepare ye for the spring 
liiinter so cold, soon will end,

Rnd the birds again will sweetly sing

IHe will a!! hope and pray 
for surely then we shall see 
The dawning of a new day 

find nineteen thirtynine's prosperity

Then if we work, with might and main, 
find carefully put our seed in 

God will giue us plenty of rain 
To fill up our old grain bin

THE MASTER

One morning the bushes were snowy white 
Rnd glistened like a beautiful gem 

If painted, by some great artist bright, 
He neuer could do justice to them

But out comes dear old Mr. Sun 
find says, old Man LUinter, your work is done 

He takes away that beautiful sheen,
Rnd paints them all a wonderful green

Against this wonderful green background, 
There is many a blossom to be found 

in purple and red, blue and gold.
This great Artist of nature, doe'st beauty unfold
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GRHNDPfl AND HIS FIDDLE

In the same old chair, mith his bom on his knee 
Grandpa and his fiddle, I still can see.

He strikes a note as he turns a key 
And there beside him mere, both you and me.

Our feet no longer still could stand, 
liie turn ar ound and join our hands. 

UJhile a pretty maltz he nom does't play 
As me keep in step, so happy and gay.

IHith a smile on his face, he does't thus dream 
Of youth and friends, so it does seem.

I loued to see him just that may,
And silently match, mhile a tune he’d play.

Or In the orchar d out under a tree 
lillth a basket of apples close to his knee. 

U.iith his pocket knife, he'd sit and peel 
UJhile close beside him, me mould kneel

lOith a darning needle, and a long cord 
lile string his apples mithout a mord. 

He mould place each string upon the line 
And couer them mith a cloth so fine.

The sun upon them, louely and bright 
mould dry them 0, so juicy and mhite. 
And then again, mhen they mere dry, 

mithin a bag, them he mould tye.
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THE OLD HOME

There mas a small yellom house, built into the hill, 
fit the end of mhich, a huge lilac stood.

The porch mas moss couered, old grey shingles of mood, 
The perfume of the lilac, mingles there still.

flt one end of this porch, a great rock mall 
Around the ell shaped porch, a mince plum tall, 

it mas bent and crooked, by an old fashioned cistern lid. 
Much fruit I ate from it then, as a small kid.

On the south, 3 bull pine, 
thru it's branches there crept,

A nine of smeet, juicy green grapes 
IHhich ripened mhile me slept.

Norn my father did change, all by a large 9 room house. 
Surounded it mith pine from the east to the south, 
Liirginia spruce, alpine cedar, and spruce so blue. 
Like sentinels stand, all kinds of meather thru.

From crab apple seed, he built up b ten acre plot.
It contained fruit trees grafted by my fathers hand. 

After years of labor, they still do stand,
And plenty of fruit, the neighbors haue got.

He sure tended all mith care.
Father, as he planted them there.

Norn my Father, euen so hard he does mork,
At the age of ninety tmo, still at nothing does shirk. 

ILilth out glasses, he still does read.
And he mrites mith an euen hand, indeed. 

Straight as a soldier, and mith a soldier's stride. 
He uiems his mork, o'er acres mide.
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RED LIGHTS

Red lights, Red lights,
Rll up and doum the hail. 

Red lights, Red lights, 
Ouer the door upon the u^all.

Nurses, Nurses,
Hoiii they do flit by.

Just like so many butterflys, 
High against the sunlit sky. 

liliih uniforms of iithite and blue 
IHhite cap, luhite cuff, 
find Luhite collar too.

Red lights. Red lights, 
fill up and doum the hall. 

Red lights. Red lights, 
Ouer the door upon the mall.

Vou haue a red light? 
IJJhat can I do for you?

No bother, not at all,
I just ujas passing thru.

R tinkling glass of mater. 
Or an ice bag in her hand. 

Maybe some uery hot mater, 
To marm an aged man.

Red lights. Red lights, 
fill up and domn the hail. 

Red lights. Red lights, 
Ouer the door upon the mall.

' 63'



The
Busch/Beming
Family:
Wisconsin,
Dubuque lA,
Berlin ND

The parents of Rosa Busch, George and Christine
Beming. This photo hung for years above the
piano in the living room at the Busch farm.

The grandmother of Rosa Busch, 
and August Beming, Grandma 
Beming. (Maiden Name Heitcmp)

Grandma Rosa s and August Bemmgs
Grandma and Grandpa
Vosberg, photo in Dubuque lA 1887.
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The wedding picture of Wilhelm Busch 
and Barbara Heim on November 23, 1875.

I
¥ ' #■

The Wilhelm and Barbara (Heim) Busch family: 
Photo probably from late 1890s or early 1900s. 
William and Barbara seated; standing from 
left: Hyacinth (Chase), Frank, William, Celia 
(Chinburg), Leonard, Ferdinand, Mary Christine 
(Beming).65



The newlyweds about February 28,1905.
Rosa (Berning) Busch; Julia Berning; Leonard Busch, Ferdinand Busch
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The George and Christina Berning home and family, very possibly in the summer 
of 1905, shortly after Ferd and Rosa Busch moved to North Dakota. Pictured from 
left;
August, Christina, George, Julia, Celia, Bertha and Lidwina. Kate had married 10 
years earlier and lived about three miles south. Helena was likely already in North 
Dakota. This and other photos on this and following two pages are from the 
children of Cyril and Mary Emily Wissel.

H
i

9
9

9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9 The Berning girls and Mary Emily, probably taken at the farm home after the 

death of their sister and aunt Helena in 1931. Front row from left: Julia, Mary Emily, 
Lidwina, Bertha; back row from left: Kate, Rose and Celia.
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Rosa and Julia Berning
undated

Helena Berning
undated

Herman and Kate Placke
Wedding photo June 11,1895



Earlier photo of the Berning farm from the road.



The Wilhelm and Barbara Busch home and, likely, many family members and 
perhaps visitors, perhaps around the time Ferd and Rosa went to ND. It appears 
that Barbara Busch is in center of this photo, with possibly several of her children. If 
one imagines a line from the photographer through the corner of the house and goes 

mile further (southwest), the line would come very near the Berning farm.one

A colorized photo of the Busch farm. This is undated, but probably from the early 
1900s. This and the above photo were found, framed, in the Busch farm in North 
Dakota. They were likely intended to be reminders of home.



The Wilhelm and Barbara Busch family, possibly about 1905, though neither date 
nor names are known with certainty. It is believed that the children are, from left: 
Hyacinth, Francis (Frank), William, Cecilia, Leonard, Ferdinand and Christina.
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Wedding photo of Ferdinand Busch
And Rosa Beming, Sinsinawa WI Feb 28, 1905. Ferdinand and Rosa Busch with their first 

child, Lucina, at the farm

The Busch family at the farm about 1921. This photo 
pictures Fred and Rosa and (in order of age) Lucina, 
Esther, Verena, Mary, George, Florence and Edith.
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The Busch farm as it appeared in about 1916. The bam is new.

Haying in the old days. The hay loader to elevate the hay from the windrows to the rack was a big 
Improvement over the pitch fork. Later an “overshot stacker” was used to put the hay on the stack but at 
The time of this picture just hay forks were used. The three young children in the foreground are 
Lucina, Esther and Verena. Thus, the photo most likely dates from the summer of 1913.
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While slightly more distant than Grand Rapids, Berlin 
Became the focal point for many of the activities of the 
Busch’s and Beming’s. The primary reasons for this 
Were St. John’s Catholic Church (established 1915),
And the Berlin high school, which began operation in 
1927. The families were very active in the Church, and 
10 of the children graduated from the high school 
(Mary, George, Florence, Edith, Vince & Art Busch, and 
Ruby, Rufina, Anita and Melvin Berning.) Agnes Berning 
graduated from St. John’s Academy in Jamestown. The high 
school closed in 1959, and the Church was sold in 1968.

St. John’s Catholic Church - photo taken in 1915

Berlin School - built in 1908 - Gym built in 1951



At the Grand Rapids Memorial Park perhaps about 1918. The man may be Art Parker, the Beming and 
Busches brother-in-law and park caretaker. And the kids may be some of the Busch kids.

i-

The Busch family at the farm, perhaps about January, 1943. From left: 
Mary, Florence, Rosa, Fred, Art, George, Edith, Esther, Vince,
Lucina. This is the entire family at the time. It is likely that this is 
George’s farewell photo as he went to three years in the Pacific in WWII.
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This is a photo of the original bam, which was one of three 
original buildings on the farm (house and granary were the others.) 
This photo would have been taken before 1916. The granary is at 
the left. It is also pictured at lower left. The granary is the only 
original building remaining on the farm.

Some Busch farm livestock in the 1950s, In addition 
to geese, turkeys and chickens were raised; not to 
mention sheep, pigs, cows and horses. Every animal 
had utility and were not raised as pets! (Except for the 
farm dogs and cats, that is.)
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This photo appears to be Riehard 
Bernard with George Busch. It is 
undated, but may be at the farm 
in late October, 1945, when George 
returned from the War.

In background is a picture of the 
bam after the windstorm in early 
August, 1949. The Bernard family 
was visiting the night of the storm, 
and Henry Bernard helped rebuild 
the bam.

Some of the cousins on a team 
at the farm. May have been 
taken at the same time as photo 
of George and Richard.

This photo was taken about 1950 and was identified as Fred Busches favorite picture just before harvest.
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Hard Gale Thursday Wrecks 60 Bams, 
Damages Other Buildings; Total L(^ 
May Prove $100,000 in LaMoure County

Y, AUGUST 4, 1949

One bam 32x48 with 18-ft. lean- «atw ipttttd q
to totally wrecked, with timbesa HARD QAXiE THURS, 
scattered; another barn 28x» WRECKS 60 BARNS 
caved in; 2 garages badly wreck- i
ed; 2 wooden granaries wrecked^ . { (Continued from page one) j 
and two steel grain bins bad^
damaged; steel-towCT win<^ Some Detailed Damage.
^d a wmdcharger blovm ^ Chronicle
f^^^TreS^a^d " solimes^vallable. the fol-
feet.^es dai^^a. lowing losses on various farms of

Phone Service Disrupted owners or tenants come to light:
The storm blew down 6 poles Albert Smith — Barn blown 

ol the NW Bell Telephone Co. down, 
main toll, line aouth ol the Vero- ; i^eo Riddle—Barn down. 
na-Cfekes Junction, disrt4>'Ui^ f? Paul Smith Farm!—barn down, 
talking cfainiits, one ra^ ciie^ Ole Hanson—Coal shed and 
and one telegraph circuit. Bapaire ' chicken house down, 
were made about 5 p. m. Tbusa- Finch farm—hog-house wreck- 
day, however. _ ed and house porch damaged; se-

Damago in LaiMoura City_ veral trees blown down.
Damage in LaMoure city in- G^rge Fenno—Barn partially 

eluded pushing 65-lt. light poiet wrecked.
at the night baseball park inta John Hildahl — Barn down, 
leaning positionss blowing down Quick work saved two cows and 
some park fence, sli^t damagM five calves from endangered build- 
to ^edis and oUt-buildings, _ ana, ing. Another cow not in saved 
considerable, damage to tree! bunch was hit by debris and re- 
around town. Some trees wew ceiv^d a leg fracture, necessita- 
broken over and many atuc^ tating butchering it to salvage the 
branches were snapped a# or meat.
broken over, with tree brandwa F. w. Busche — Barn.- badly 
and twigs littering lawns aa^ wrecked, roof taken off.
streets. ___ Garfield Andersdn—Bam and

Rain falling at LaMoure accosu- machine shed blown down; grah- 
panying .Die storm was checked ^jes aad garage^ damaged- 
at .74 wh by Andrew Bei^ Bams down—on Sig C. Sand-! 
ick, official U. S. weather obserts- ness, Fred' Larson, Ole Torger-1 
er at LaMoure. • son, Charles Kochcr, and Delmer

Rail V^ashbul Near LUchrUIo Gordon farms. '
Rain o< about 6.65 inches Foster Gordon—Machine shed

the Lilchville area tore out a cnJ-., down, bam twisted. i
vert ;and.le£t a ,12-A gap in. the-,i ■ Barn blown down on old Tom 
roadbed of -the 'Fargo-MartogTorgerson farm — tenanted by' 
branch of the NiP railroad aboaft.- Gerhardt Busche.
% mile east of LitchviUe. Maigv Barns down on old John Wii- 
flelds were.-flooded .near son farm, Elias Olson, and Brat-
ville. by the deluge.. land’farms.

Firm. Report Many L08w9 Lee H. Stewart—Shed blown
The N, D. Tornado Co., -wSfii down, 

headquantera here, received' some d. Randall—Barn down.
250 loss cla^ from the gate^ F. A. Ferch—Garage demolish- 
etorm area in LaMoure and Dw- ed, car and truck in garage dam- 
key counties, (about $60,000 of aged.
own in L^oure county); and the Nick Quinlan—Barn down.
First State Agency of LaMeure Peter Ketterling—two-year-old 
reported receiving about BO losa barn demolished, 
claims, including some 24 ervploar i R. A. Holen—Bam blown down 
clmms. . . . ^ other damage.

Some damag'ea farms had litlD Ed Ketterling—Barn down, 
or no insur^e. . . Furley Carrington—Two barns

Some hail losses are reported badly wrecked
Ubben (Dickey county)-

and dollars result from destrue- Larson (Dickev countvl
tion of bams and other farm bulM- bar^wrOTlf^ (Dickey county)-
*"&veral oron tr-nm Grand Rapids news for
and wind in GR community,
to the LaMoure county AAA ot- ' '
flee. —■ -

A terrific gale, roaring to about the' headquarters office at La- 
50 miles an hour or mor^ in some 
places, at shortly after midnight 
of last week, blew down or wreck­
ed some 60 bams in LaMoure 
county, wrecked the Elmer C.
Lind farm’ house in Greenville 
,township near Verona, ■'wrecked 
or partially wrecked other farm 
buildings, upirooted or broke ov­
er many trees, causing damage 
which may reach $100,000 in La­
Moure county alone.

The storm was characterized by

Moure of the North Dakota Far­
mers Mutual Tornado & Cyclone 
Co. as a ‘'hard, straight wind, with 
violent gusts”.■

Heavy Dickey County Loss
After roEiring across LaMoarff 

county, the storm, seemingly ia 
two general paths, tore across ■ 
•Dickey county, inflicting muck 
damage there, especially in the 
Monango area, where both farm 
jhouste and barns and other build­
ings and trees were either de­
molished:, wrecked or badly dam­
aged.

The storm apparently arose 
north of Edgeley in one pat^ 
and north of Grand Rapids ia 
another path, doing much dam­
age over both paths.

Mem. Park Trees Hard Hit

Boxcar Blown 16 Miles
A freak of the storm came, 

when a lone boxcar on a siding 
at Glover was blown onto the 
main NP track, then thru Glover 
village, next onto the Northwest­
ern track at Oakes, thru Oakes, 
finally stopping about 1 mile north 
of Ludden, when it came to an 
uphill section of track. No dam­
age was done. The boxcar was 
blown about 16 mile&

Many fine, noble trees in hi»- 
itoric Soldiers Memorial Park near 
Grand Rapids, were uprooted, 
broken off, or'bent and snapped 
over or oft'. Estimates of the tree* 
badly damaged in the park alone 
range from 100 up.

Other trees along the Jame* 
river in the general Grand Rap­
ids area suffered.

Some of the park trees broke* . 
over or uprooted were more tha* 
a foot in diameter, while score* ■ 
of sturdy, heavy branches were 
broken or twisted off from the : 
main trunk.

The park auditorium was not " 
damaged:, its rounded roof and 
■trees north of it evidently operate ' 
ing to break some of the force or ' 
ward off full force of the wind, 

i. The storm appeared to be mark- 
i| ed by what might be . tenBed ' 
. “whirlpools” of wind, judged from 
II erratic courses taken by flying de- 
I bris.

i

Lind House Badly Wrecked 
In the immediate general La­

Moure area, the only outstanding 
case of damage to a farm dwel­
ling was on the Elmer C. Lind, 
farm 4 miles north and 3 mite* 
■west of Verona.

■Here the wind tore ,the rood 
completely off from the 1% story 
dweibng and' down to the up­
stairs floor, depositing the shat­
tered: roof several rods to the east 
and southeast. It blew the east 
lend of the,dwelling loose, leaving 
a gaping crack, while the west 
side of the house was damaged 
iby flying timbers or debris.

Other damage on the Lind fans 
included:

(Continued on Pa^e 4)
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An aerial photo of the Busch farm in the early 1950s. Marked with an A is the site of the 
original bam, built in 1905 and replaced with the present in 1915; B marks the original 
granary, which still stands; C marks the original house, which stood until the summer of 
2000; D marks the chicken coop. The outhouse, is off the photo to the left of the letter E, 
in the northwest comer of the farm. F is the garden, past through the present. G is the 
lane to the bam - cattle are visible in the lane.
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November, 1959, at the farm. In the photo 
are Bernards and Pinkneys and Art Busch, 
as well as Grandma and Grandpa Busch.

November, 1959, after dinner. Clockwise 
around the game table are Florence Bernard, 
Ron Pinkney, Mary Ann and John Bernard. 
Cards and/or games were a staple of holidays 
at the farm.

At the Busch farm, summer of 1963 or 1964. The younger
kids in front are the Brehmers. Standing from left: Rosa, Fred, 
Mary Francis Wieland, John and Florence Bernard, Jim Pink­
ney, Richard Bernard, Ron Pinkney and Barbara Bernard.
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At the farm about March, 1967. This was at the time 
of Fred and Rosa's 62nd anniversary. From left:
Esther Bernard, Rosa, Tom Bernard, Fred, Henry 
Bernard. Fred passed away only two or three weeks later.

March, 1967. Grandma and Grandpa Busch cutting the 
cake at their 62nd Wedding Anniversary.
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At the farm August 3, 1972. The front yard to the south of the house was the 
gathering place for the family pictures, for games of all sorts, and just for re­
laxation and conversation. This particular occasion was a sad one: the fiineral 
day for Rosa Busch.

Another photo of the family from August 3, 1972. From left; Duane and Lucina 
Pinkney, Art and Eileen Busch, Bernard and Florence Wieland, Jean and George 
Busch, Esther and Henry Bernard, Mary and Allan Brehmer, Edith Busch and 

Vincent Busch. 77



The George and Christina Berning home and family, very possibly in the summer 
of 1905, shortly after Ferd and Rosa Busch moved to North Dakota. Pictured from
left;_ ---------------- -
August, Christina, George, Julia, Celia, Bertha and Lidwina. Kate had married 10 
years earlier and lived about three miles south. Helena was likely already in North 
Dakota. This and other photos on this and following two pages are from the 
children of Cyril and Mary Emily Wissel.

The Berning girls and Mary Emily, probably taken at the farm home after the 
death of their sister and aunt Helena in 1931. Front row from left: Julia, Mary Emily, 
Lidwina, Bertha; back row from left: Kate, Rose and Celia.
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Rosa and Julia Berning
undated

Helena Berning
undated

Herman and Kate Placke
Wedding photo June 11,1895



Cyril and Mary Emily Wissel (formerly George and Christina Berning) farm 
probably in the 1950s. Wissels added the porch to the front in the 1940s.

Earlier photo of the Berning farm from the road.



The Beming girls, summer of 1965. 
From left: Lillian, Anita, Agnes, Rose, 
Irene, Cecilia, Rufina, Ruby, Hyacinth.

August Beming and Christina Busch
Wedding November 13, 1906.

August Beming in CCC,Melvin Beming about 1951.
Probably in the late 1930s.



Christine (Mrs August Beming) most likely photoed i. 
Dubuque lA (where the family lived from about 1920- 
1933).

August Beming Sr standing on the well at the farm. m

Christina Beming at home on the farm, probably in the 1940s. Especially during the 1940s Christina 
had been in ill health. Rosa Busch makes a brief comment on Christina's doctoring in an August 8, 1945, 
letter to George.
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N While the Buseh farmstead is still a working farm, the Beming farm buildings were dismantled or moved 
V away by the late 1950s. While Ruby Beming 
K apologizes for her 1993 art work (below) it represents a 

IT very understandable schematic of the Beming farm 
as she remembers it.

ft

i
wm

The Beming FarmsteadSATURDAY, MAY 20, 1939,

TITS FORT DODGE, (IOWA); MESSEIVCER & CiraONTCLE

FORT DODGE WOMAN WINSNATIONAL RIFLE MATCH

I MBS. THIMMESCH
I Mrs. D A. Tfaimmesch ot Fort and fourth to Letty Sibley 
Dodge was the winner in the tyro Drexel Hill, Pa.

'division of the recent national The war d€5>artment will award 
women’s individual rifle match Mrs. Thiirimesch a gold medaL 
sponsored by the United States This year’s contest was the tiiird 
war department, it was announced in .which she has fired. She placed 
today. fourth in 1936 and second in 1937.

Mrs. Thimmesch scored 490 The contest is an annual event 
points of a possible 500, firing 50 open to any markswoman in the 
shots at a standard 50-foot target United States.
with .15-inch buUseye. She Mrs. Thimmesch is a pistol ex- 
finished two points ahead of pert as well as a sharpshooter with 
Helen Gumbs of Rockville Center, the rifle. Sire usually leads the 
N; Y. Third place went to field in the matches of the Fort 

J Eleanor G. Lum of Madison, N. Y., Dodge Rifle and Pistol club.

of
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At the Berning household, perhaps in 1948 or 1949. 
Those appearing are most likely Ruby, Miles and John 
Fitzgerald; Agnes (Sister Mary Catherine); Betty (Mrs. 
August, Jr) and David Berning; and August Berning Sr.
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The Berning girls at the George & Christina Beming farm near Louisburg WI, probably April, 1921. From 
left: Cecilia Lange, Rosa Busch, Bertha Hoppmann, Julia Beming, Lidwina Buckingham, Helena Parker. 
Absent was Catherine Placke. In the background is the Beming house.

A family photo in Wisconsin in 1921. The place was the August and Christina Beming home and the 
occasion was their Golden wedding anniversary. They are pictured in the center. The children pictures 
from left: Lucille Hoppmann, Mary Emily Beming, Harold Hoppmann. Adults from left are Archie 
Hoppmann, Lidwina Buckingham, Rosa Busch, Lena Parker, Cecilia and Frank Lange, Julia Beming, Bertha 
Hoppmann.

are,
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More Golden Anniversary pictures from 1921. In front, from left: Otto Hoppmann, Lucille Hoppmann, 
Cecilia Lange (in chair) with Lorin Hoppmann. Standing: Frank Lange, Bertha Hoppmann, Lena Parker, 
Lidwina Buckingham, Mary Emily Beming, Rosa Busch.

Dominating the countryside near the Busch and Beming farms in southwest Wisconsin was Sinsinawa 
Mound, about 10 miles east of Dubuque lA. In the foreground is Herman Placke's oat field. This photo 
probably taken in the 1920s. Herman Placke's spouse, Kate, was the sister of Rosa Busch and August 
Beming.

was
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Herman Placke's first car, the 1918 Overland.

Art and Lena Parker at the Grand Rapids Soldiers 
Memorial Park, probably before 1920. Lena was 
the sister of Rosa Busch and August Beming.
Parkers were the first caretakers of the park, and 
many of the early improvements to the property were 
made by them. They lived in the house which still is 
near the entry to the park. Later they moved to Dub­
uque LA. 84



Aunt Lena Parker at her Grand Rapids home about 1918. This home, at the Memorial 
Park, still stands in 1993.

Clara Placke at Uncle Art and Aunt Lena's home in the Grand Rapids Park about 1918.
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Evelyn Placke from Sinsinawa WI is shown 
visiting the home of her Uncle Art and Aunt 
Lena Parker at their home at the Grand Rapids 
Park. This photo was taken perhaps about 1918.

The James River at the Grand Rapids Park about 1918.
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mUSCH

Pc^try^qlM Seeds

V*

‘V

To Farmers & Mrchant^tate Bank,

77-773

DOLLARS.
ij_I ri

Berlin, N. Dak. ) r
KINNI^.F1tll>miA.KAN.

Here are two checks written by Ferdie Busch.
The top check is especially interested, in that it is written to Joe Marge. 
Esther Busch recalled Joe Marge in her 1981 memories, which are re­
printed in this book. He worked as a hired man on the Busch farm. 
Both checks are written in pencil. It is unknown who Arndt Larson is.

I !

or what the check was for. I
No.^

To State Bank of
77.602

Fred Busch with one of his inventions, a wild oats separating device. Fred also invented a sickle sharp«ier, 
and had both inventions patented. His inventions probably never money, but he was nonetheless an 
inventive man. In the background is a grain wagon used to haul grain to Berlin in the horse days; and the 
stand for the windmill.



« #

I ^ #

Melvin, Christina, Agnes, Anita and August Beming on a binder. This was probably 
taken sometime near the end of the 1930s. when they finally had a good crop.
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A panoramic view of threshing on the Busch farm. It is believed that this photo probably taken beforewas
1920, though it is imdated. Photos such as this were taken by itinerant photogr^ho-s using a "cirkut" 
camera which took a wide angle photogri^)h. This particular photo was found printed as a postcard, folded 
in thirds. Threshing was a labor intensive, and very difihcult job. Casual labor speared in the form of hired 
men, and neighboring formers helped each other out. Some formers owned their own rigs and rented them
to their ndghbors.



An essay about threshing is 
Found on the following pages.
It was written by Ernest Ebert, 
a friend of Henry and Esther Bernard, 
whose father ran threshing crews.

Harvesting with threshing machine. Neighbors helped each other 
get their crops up. Every bundle and bushel of grain was handled 
by foric and scoop shovel.


