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et | Co_mpiled by :
INTRODUCTION Christine Moyer, 1990

The following prose and poetrg; was written by my Grandmother,
Christina M. Berning (Busch). They were taken from copies of her hand
written notebook, which were so kindly provided by my Aunt, Ruby
Fitzgerald (Berning). | can never thank her enough, for sharing this
treasure with us. In transcribing the following pages, | feel | have
come to know this lady, who was, previously, a ghost of my childhood
memory. Since Grandmother died when | was only siv, my memories
of her were somewhat sketchy. Reading these lines, has given me
the opportunity to know her as an adult, and has given me a new
perspective. A priceless oportunity, to share in the things that shaped
the character of this lady, who's blood we share, in a common bond.

| cannot describe the flood of emotions that this effort has evoked,
the smiles, the tears, and the myriad feelings in between, a bitter
sweet potpourri of feelings, memories and dreams, there, between
the lines that she wrote. It's been a true labor of love, and | hope
that herwords will touch all of your lives, as much as they have mine.
| was compelied to pull out box after box of old photos, with a need to
reacquaint myself with the people and places, times and faces, that
are a part of my life.

THE BETTER LUAY

-1 sit and think of the better day---
Yes, it is true, very true indeed.
- People worked in much better ways,
. And helped their neighbor in his need.

They didn't think, how much will he pay
And ask too much, yes, yes indeed.
No, in the better day,

There wasn't such a terrible greed.

Thanks, my friend, the neighbor would say,
How much you helped, and what fun.
Oh, I'll need your help too some day,
find soon our work twill all be done.

You don't find them any more that way,
They think, not of what they've done,
But, how much will he pay. »
~Now, isn't the Bett\er;l_ll%g mote fun.
. “sg ;



Biography of Christina M. Berning (Busch)

We were married on the 13th of November, 1900. Bought a farm in
North Dakota in Section 13. Lived on Section 13 for 13 years, then
moved to lowa, {and) found we were living in the 13th precinct. While
living in the 13th precinct we celebrated our 25th wedding
anniversary on Friday the 13th. Gave birth to a 13th child, who was
born on Friday the 13th. On the 13th of June, after living in the 13th
precinct 13 years, we moved back to section 13, over Highway 13, and
our 13th baby will be 13 years on the 13 of April in 1941,

This is the Biography of Mrs. August Berning.

TRANSPLANTING THE FAMILY BUSCH

Mr. Wm.:Busch of Westfalen, Germany, his brothers, John and Henry,
also his-Father, Bernard, who had a twin brother with him till they
arrived in Philadelphia, in some manner were parted at that city and
never more seen or heard from. Mr. Wm. Busch was 94 years at his
death in the year 1942, which would make it about 1848 at the time of
birth; or 1871 when they left Germany. Wm. Busch had four sons,
Ferdinand, Leonard, Wm. and Frank, and three daughters, Christina,
Cecilia, and Hyacinth, all of which are living, excepting Cecilia.

{This undated accounting, was hand written by Christina Busch.}
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MAKE YOUR MOTHER HAPPY

Thru her cabin door, I can see her,
As she rocks there, to and fro.
-Of her dear ones she is thinking,
That have left her long ago.

5o write to your dear old Mother,
For she is thinking most of you.
Tell her how you still do iove her,
For she has been both kind and true.

| In a cabin on the mountain,

| Sits a man, head bowed in shame.

3 ' ‘ ~ He.had forgotten to write to Mother,
‘ ' Who had given him his name.

So he writes to his darling Mother,
Who has been so loving and true.
He telis her how he loves her,
And ‘has made her happy too.

MEMORIES

- It seems long ago, when so soft and warm,
The tiny babes nestied in my arm.

~ Many years have gone, and how they grew,
) Young men now, and women too,

But still in memories, | seem to see
Them small again, depending on me.
Their little hands cuddled into mine.
Their eyes with love, for me ashine.

But now my steps have weary grown,
I'm feeble, old and gray, |
I cough, | grumble and | moan
As | trod the dreary way.

AIl 1 ask is, patient with me be.
For the time is drawing near,
When | no longer here will be,

And then I'll need no Cheer.
| s8]




JACK FROST

Jack Frost has left his finger prints
On vegetable, fiowers, and trees.
He has sent the leaves a fluttering down,
And fans us with his icy breeze.

The snow he has piled
High in the lane.
Flowers he has painted
On our window pane.

~ Barrels are filled with apples red.
Fruit jars were filled with love and care.
Coals bins too, in cellar or shed,
And cosy we rest in our easy chair.

L INTER HAS COME

Jack Frost has left his finger prints
-Upon vegetable, flowers, and trees,
He has sent the leaves a fluttering down.
5‘whew, what an icy breeze dos't meet us at the dawn.

The snow is piled high along fence and lane.
Apple barrels are filled with apples red,
And flowers are on our window pane.
Coal in the bin, sheep in the shed.

The jars in the cellar were filled with care,
Now we rest our weary bones in our easy chair.
Thinking and planning for Holidays a coming one by one.
- fis we hearthe corn-a popping, oh-what fun.

Thanksgiving with its turkey and pumpkin pie,.
While children dance up and down, Christmas just comes flying by.
Oh Lent has come with its penance and fast.
Then Easter brings joy and Spring, at last.



HOPE

Strong winds are fiercly blowing

Winter days are cold and drear

Tis nice to sit by fireside glowing
find feel that spring soon will be here

Cheer up, cheer up, my dear friend
fAind prepare ye for the spring
Winter so cold, soon will end,

And the birds again will sweetly sing

We will all hope and pray
For sureily then we shall see
The dawning of a new day
find nineteen thirtynine's prosperity

Then if we work, with might and main,
find carefully put our seed in
God will give us plenty of rain
To fill up our old grain bin

THE MASTER

One morning the bushes were snowy white
And glistened like a beautiful gem
If painted, by some great artist bright,
He never could do justice to them

But out comes dear old Mr. Sun
fAind says, old Man Winter, your werk is done
He takes away that beautiful sheen,
And paints them all a wonderful green

Against this wonderful green background,
There is many a blossom to be found
In purple and red, blue and gold,
-This great Artist of nature, doe'st beauty unfold

—_—
d
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GRANDPA AND HIS FIDDLE

In the same old chair, with his bow on his knee
Grandpa and his fiddle, | still can see,
He strikes a note as he turns a key
find there beside him were both you and me.

Our feet no longer still could stand,
e turn around and join our hands.
hile a pretty waitz he now does't play
fis we keep in step, so happy and gay.

With a smile on his face, he does't thus dream
0f youth and friends, so it does seem.
| loved to see him just that way,
And silently watch, while a tune he'd play.

Or in the orchard out under a tree
With a basket of apples close to his knee.
With his pocket knife, he'd sit and peel
While close beside him, we would kneel

With a darning needle, and along cord
We string his apples without a word.
He would place each string upon the line

- And cover them with a cloth so fine,

The sun upon them, lovely and bright

Would dry them 0, so juicy and white.

And then again, when they were dry,
Within a bag, them he would tye.




THE OLD HOME

There was a small yellow house, built into the hill.
At the end of which, a huge lilac stood.
The porch was moss covered, old grey shingles of wood,
The perfume of the lilac, mingles there still.

At one end of this porch, a great rock wall
Around the ell shaped porch, a mince plum tall.
~ Ht'was bent and crooked, by an old fashioned cistern lid.
Much fruit | ate from it then, as a small kid.

On the south, 3 bull pine,
thru it's branches there crept,
fi vine of sweet, juicy green grapes
Ihich ripened while we slept.

Now my father did change, all by a large 9 room house.
Surounded it with pine from the east to the south,
lirginia spruce, alpine cedar, and spruce so blue,
Like sentinels stand, all kinds of weather thru.

From crab apple seed, he built up a ten acre plot.
It contained fruit trees grafted by my fathers hand.
After years of labor, they still do stand,

And pienty of fruit, the neighbors have got.

He sure tended all with care,

Father, as he planted them there.

Now my Father, even so hard he does work,
At the age of ninety two, still at nothing does shirk.
With out glasses, he still does read,
find he writes with an even hand, indeed.
Straight as a soldier, and with a soldier's stride,
He views his work, o'er acres wide.

62 |




RED LIGHTS

Red lights, Red lights,
All up and down the hall.
Red lights, Red lights,
Over the door upon the wall.

Nurses, Nurses,
How they do flit by,

Just like so many butterflys,
High against the sunlit sky.
iith uniforms of white and biue,
hite cap, white cuff,

And white collar too,

_ Red lights, Red lights,
All up and down the hall.
Red lights, Red lights,
Over the door upon the wall.

You have a red light?
iWhat can | do for you?
No bother, not at all,
| just was passing thru.

A tinkling glass of water,
Or an ice bag in her hand.
Maybe some very hot water,
To warm an aged man.

Red lights, Red lights,
All up and down the hall.
Red lights, Red lights,
Over the door upon the wall.
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The Busch and Berning
Farms are in Section 13.
This is from the LaMoure
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-{Lind farm house in Greenville

Hard Gale Thursday Wrecks 60 Barns,
Damages Other Buildings; Total Loss

May Prove $100,000

in LaMoure County

A terrific gale, roaring to about
50 miles an hour or more in some
places, at shortly after midnight
of last week, blew down or wreck-
ed some 60 barns in LaMoure
county, wrecked the Elmer C.

township near Verona, wrecked
or partially wrecked other farm
buildings, uprooted or broke ov-
er many trees, causing damage
which may reach $100,000 in La-
Moure county alone. :

The storm was characterized by )

Boxcar Blown 16 Miles

A freak of the storm came,
when a lone boxcar on a siding
at Glover was blown onto the
main NP track, then thru Glover
village, next onto the Northwest-
ern track at Oakes, thru Oakes,
finally stopping about 1 mile north
of Ludden, when it came to an
uphill section of track. No dam-
age was done. The boxcar was
biown about 16 miles.

the\ headquarters. office at La-
iMoure of the North Dakota Par-
mers Mutual Tornado & Cyclone
Co. as a “hard, straight wind, witl
violent gusts”.

Heavy Dickey County Loss

After roaring across LaMowre
county, the storm, seemingly im
two general paths, tore across
Dickey county, inflicting much
damage there, especially in the
Monango area, where both farm
‘houses and barns and other build-
ings and trees were either de-
molished, wrecked or badly dam~
aged. :

The storm apparently arose
north of Edgeley in one path,
and north of Grand Rapids im
another path, doing much dam-
age over both paths.

Mem. Park Trees Hard Hit

Many fine, noble trees in bis-

toric Soldiers Memorial Park near
Grand Rapids, were uprooted,
broken off, or'bent and snapped
over or off. Estimates of the trees
badly damaged in the park alone
range from 100 up.

- Other trees along the Jamesp
river in the general Grand Rap-

ids area suffered.

Some of the park trees brokem

da foot in diameter, while scores
Jof sturdy, heavy branches were
ibroken or twisted off from the
main trunk.

The park auditorium was net
|damaged, its rounded roof and

The-storm appeared to be mark-
ed by what might be .termed

. “whirlpools” of wind, judged from

erratic courses taken by flying de-

bris. -
Lind House Badly Wrecked
In the immediate general La-

Moure area, the only outstanding
case of damage to a farm dwel- -
ling was on the Elmer C. Lind,

farm 4 miles north and 3 miles

west of Verona.
‘Here the wind tore the roof

.|completely off from the 11 story
|dwelling and down to the up-

stairs floor, depositing the shat-
tered roof several rods to the east
and southeast. It blew the east
end of the dwelling loose, leaving
a gaping crack, while the west

‘iside of the house was damaged

by flying timbers or debris.
Other damage on the Lind farm
included:

over ot uprooted were more than .-

sirees north of it evidently operat. -
1ing to break some of the force or -
|ward off full force of the wind.
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One barn 32x48 with 18-ff. lean~
to totally wrecked, with timbers
scattered; angther barn 26x68
caved in; 2 garages badly wreck-

and two steel grain bins b
damaged; steel-tower windmi
and a windcharger blown
boxcar granary moved about
feet; trees dameaged,

Phone Service Disrupted

The stormy blew down 6 poles
of the NW Bell Telephone Ca.

day, however.
Damage in LaMoure City
Damage in LaMoure city in-
cluded pushing 65-ft. light poles

pome park fence, slight damags
to sheds and out-buildings, and
considerable, damage 1o treesq
around town. Some irees were
broken over and many
branches were snapped of o
broken over, with tree branches
and twigs littering lawns. and
streets.

Rain falling at LaMoure accom.-
panying the storm was :
at .74 inch by Andrew Rem~
ick, official U. S, weather obserp-
er at LaMoure,- : .

Rail Washout Near Litchville

Rain of about 5.65 inches s

ville. by the deluge.. - . -
Firms

headquarters here, received some
250 loss claims from the general

‘|storm area in LaMoure and Die-

key counties, {about $60,000 of its
own in LaMoure county); and the
First State Agency of LaMeurs
reported receiving about 80 Joss
claims, including some 24 ervp lox
claims. :

Some damaged farms had Kt{M’
or no insurance,

Smaller loss claims range frost
$25 to $200 and $300—while big
losses running into several thoms~
and dollars resud from destrue-
tion of barns and other farm bullg-

ings. . .
Several crop losses from ‘hafl
and wind effects were reported

fice.

(Continued on Page %)

ed; 2 wooden granaries wrecked,

main toll line south of the Vero- -
na-Oakes junction, disrubting 1X .°
“{talking circuits, one radio circuit
and one telegraph circuit. Rapairs °
.| were made about 5 p. m. Thurs- -

at the night baseball park inte
leaning positions,. blowing down -

HARD GALE THURS,
“WRECKS 60 BARNS

| (Continued from page one).

Some Detailed Damages r
- In a survey by The Chronicle
from sources available, the fol-
lowing losses on various farms of
owners or tenants come to light:

Albert Smith — Barn blown
down. :

Leo Riddle—Barn down.

Paul Smith Farm—barn down.

Ole Hanson—Coal shed and
chicken house down. -

Finch farm—hog-house wreck-
ed and house porch damaged; se-
veral trees blown down.

George Fenno—Barn partially
wrecked,

John  Hildahl—Barn down.
Quick work saved two cows and
five calves from endangered build-
ing. Another cow not in saved
bunch was hit by debris and re-! -
ceived a leg fracture, necessita-!
tating butchering it to salvage the
meat. o

E. W. Busche — Barn' badly
wrecked, roof taken off.

Garfield Andersén—Barn and
machine ghed blown down; gran-
aries and garage’ damaged. :

down—on Sig C. Sand-!
ness, Fred Larson, Ole Torger-! .
son, Charles Kocher, and Delmer
Gordon farms. ' o

- jhe Litchville area tore out a cul-:
‘{vert .and left a 12-ft. gap in the
‘lroadbed ~of' the
‘{branch of the NP rajlroad abous.
‘| % mile east of Litchville. Mauny

‘1flelds were flooded near Litche

Fargo-Marjogs

R 1

eport . :
“Tie N; D. Tarnado Co. with"

Some hail losses are reported

|damage in GR community.
to the LaMoure county AAA of- .

Foster Gordon—Machine shed
‘down, barn twisted. ‘ !
Barn blown down on old Tom
Torgerson farm — tenanted by'
Gerhardt Busche. '

Barns down on old John Wil-

_ son farm, Elias Olson, and Brat-

land farms.

Lee H. Stewart—Shed blown
down, i

D. Randall—Barn down. -

F. A. Ferch—Garage demolish-
ed, car and truck in garage dam-
aged. :

Nick Quinlan—Barn down.

Peter Ketterling—two-year-old
-barn demolished. ;
i R. A. Holen—Barn blown down
and other damage. .

Ed Ketterling—Barn down.

Furley Carrington—Two barns
badly wrecked. o '

Ed Ubben (Dickéy county)—
Hoghouse demolished and mach-
ine shed wrecked.

. Carl Larson (Dickey county)—
barn. wrecked.

See Grand Rapids news for

t



































































