Pioneers
The Busch and Berning
Families of
LaMoure County
North Dakota
1905

Tables of Contents

Pages Topié

li —iv General Table of Contents

v Stories written by family members

1 Births and Death — Busch and Bernings of LaMoure Co ND _
2 Births and Deaths — Wilhelm Busch and Barbara Heim Grant Co Wi
3 Births and Deaths — Geo Berning and Christina Vosberg Grant Co Wi

Archival Collection at North Dakota Historical Society Bismarck ND

Nearly 1000 photos and much written information are part of the Busch-Berning
Collection at the North Dakota Historical Society in Bismarck ND. The Direct link is
hitps://www.history.nd.gov/archives/manuscripts/inventory/11082.htmi.




e.-

H623

|
|

| - A

| www.AMillionCopies.info
| Individually and together, we can! - | Fvuy
| B

- Note to My Generation (I'm 70) Nt 2

..and to my children’s generation J L’L\l Nolo
, ! »

“There were times when help would be needed by a neighbor and a white dish
towel would be hung on the corner of the house and either a neighbor came
quickly, or maybe a passerby, but [those were] few and far between at the time.”
Marie Gourde Byszewski, Grafton ND, memories written about 1976
Highlited in her memories in the book "400 Years", p. 292

I pulled down the boxes and ‘attacked’ the 400 Years family history projectin -
September, 2009. I was not naive. I knew what was ahead. 1had done a similar
project about my mothers family beginning in 1993, ending with a 350 page book in
August, 2005. I knew... AsI've been telling people, the end of a project like this
must be a lot like being 9 % months pregnant: it'’s time to be over.

And now it is...maybe. .
' (400 Y&ARS) ,

As I was re-reading, and then typing, and then attempting to organize all of the
material that makes up this publication, something important occurred to me: “old
days"” history progressed slowly enough, and I am old enough, so that I and others of
my generation actually experienced the end of the Old Days. We knew how these
0Old Days were, through our own experience and that of our parents, grandparents
and their generation, people who lived their entire lives in what truly were the
olden days. None of our kids have that luxury. Direct memories of those truly
old days will end with us. ’

My parents have long since departed this earth, as have almost all of their
generation.

If the stories of the old days are to live on in any form, the task is up to those of us
from my generation to write down, or record our voices or images-in other ways,
what we remember from those days when horses were still used on farms, before -
television, and on and on and on. If we don’t, no one will. Our kids generation
needs to join the task, by asking us what we remember about what they’re curious
about. We need to work together on this.

Marie’s recollection (above), written when she was probably about 60 years old (I
don’t know her birthdate, but I think I'm close) is just a single example of those old,
simple, and to the younger generation, truly incomprehensible stories of the past.

It is, today, fashionable to dismiss the past as irrelevant: It “is so yesterday”, as a
younger person might say. But out of that simplicity and often hardship (the Great
Depression, and including a new kind of hardship and stress with WWII) came many
basic learnings that will, unfortunately, I believe, be useful in the fifture...it is up to
us to remember and convey those lessons - and to not forget them ourselves.

. Dick Bernard
- Dick Bernard
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PREFACE to the 2005 Edition

No book happens on its own, not ev en low budget, free- lance home pubhshed
- famrly hrstorres like this!

I have to thank Cathy, my spouse, who suffered through the mess of the last two
months .when you doa proje ject like this, there is paper everywhere. :

And I have to ‘thank the every member of the Busch and Bermng famrhes
Without the willingness to provide mformatlon over the. years this book would never
have ¢ome into existence. : i

Specral thanks to the many people who wrote the letters and kept them and
‘ allowed them to be passed along for postenty . :

Special thanks also for those who took out a camera, took a photograph, however l

| imperfect, kept the photos, and (for the most part) took the time somewhere along the line
to label what the photos were about

, Extra special thanks to all of those. famrly members who when asked took the '
" time to write down what they remembered about farm life in North Dakota.

Dltto to everyone else who contrlbuted something I've overlooked

Thank you all. And enjoy the book with all its errors, typos, etc (let me know )
about them when you find them: drck@chez nous.net.)’

After the 1993 reunion,in a note to those who attended that event, I made note of 7

a comment made, then, by Bill Berning, of the August & Betty Berning clan. Blll noted
the extensive record of the family of the past, contrasted against fewer letters and more
phone calls then hence less of a record for future hlstones :

- We could not have imagined, even as recently as 1993, the explosron in ever -
more sophisticated electronic communication, almost all of it instant, and (unless the FBI
or Homeland Security is looking for the goods on you) mstantly drsappeared from the -
future record.

AsT type here, on the morning of August 22, 2005, [ am usmg a computer in
which I can make corrections and changes mstantly and no-one will ever know how :
many changes [ made in this text :

Our ancestors, when they wrote 1905 letters, some of which you will read in this
* volume, wroté in pencil, sometimes by candlelight. They did not have paper to waste, -
and likely made their first draft their final draft. They knew their letter wouldn’t be
recelved for a few days, and they couldn’t expect a response for a few more. They did

 August 22, 2065»
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not have ‘the capability for even tele’phoné contact (though it began in ru\rdl"\ﬁ?\_'/iscohsin -
just a few months after Fred and Rosa moved to the prairies, in 1905).

Our ancestors did generate a written record, and its here for you to enj Oy. :

‘ What will our descendants have to fe_member about'u_s who live‘iri'ith’e digitalera,
where most everything is instant, and temporary? . ' '

Work at writing a real letter, with a stamp, once in awhile. And.make a practice

" of keeping those letters which you receive, and after a while give them back to the people

" who sent them to you. - That way someone, 100 years from now, might be able to bring -
some life to something that you — and they - thought was insignificant. R o

Enjoy the book. .

Dick Bernard
- 6905 Romeo Road
-Woodbury MN'55125-2421 _
651-730-4849 . : ‘ ‘
‘www.chez-nous.net/about.html (Busch-Berning photos and stories)

-~
i
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Untold Stories

One evening during the 1994 Busch-Berrﬁng Rgunioh at Sinsinawa, Dad, then a
spry 86, called us together for a family meeting at our motel in Dubuque. ' :

~

It became clear that this was, for Dad, a very serious meeting. He said he wanted
to tell us something important about his past. You could feel the tension in the room.
Did we have a sibling somewhere who we’d never heard of? Had he done hard time for
‘grand theft, auto’? What was ahead seemed pretty bad.

Dad told his story. Seemed that when he was in school, years earlier, he’d had to
repeat a grade, and he was ashamed of that. He needed to get rid of that secret. The
tension lightened rapidly. Was that all? Yes. In a sense, Dad had created a monster in
his mind out of what was really an insect. And held it within for most of his adult life.

Were there other untold stories from Dad’s past? Who knows. Idoubt, 11 years
later, that he could have told us anything that evening that would have lessened him in
our hearts. He’d earned his stripes. He’d certainly made his parenting mistakes, but we
all seem to have survived them. He could have told us much worse stories, I think, and I
doubt we’d have deserted him.

_ So it gbes for most of us. We all have our untold stories which, if told, would
add an important dimension to our lives...make us more real. Truth be told, we’re all in
some way abnormal...which is to say, normal is abnormal!

A few years later after the Dubuque conversation, 1 took on an assignment to
write an autobiography. The task seemed simple: One page and one picture for each year
of my life. I made a decision to handwrite the assignment, to not sugar coat my role in
my own life (in other words, admit assorted screwups, betrayals, and other things of
which I was not especially proud), and finally to share the resulting work with my kids.
The latter part made me a bit nervous: how would this be received, I thought. I°d spent
my life basically trying to look good, and now I set about exposing some of my faults..

Assignment finished, I copied the document and gave it to each of my children.
The first to respond, almost immediately, was the one who had helped create a few mote
gray hairs on his Dad’s head during his teenage years. He was grateful that I had done
the book, and shared it with him. He had been chasing an ideal — me — that really didn’t
exist...since I had never revealed to him my own humanity, a humanity he shared,
imperfectly. ' :

We all have secrets. This family has secrets. The purpose of this book is not to
air the dirty laundry, or to rate our family on a perfection scale from bad to good.

But I would recommend considering talking a bit openly about what yoﬁ know, .
but choose not to say, about the reality of this family. It will be of assistance to future
generations to know, as Paul Harvey always said “the rest of the story”

N
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Epilogue...a;ld Prologue -
Cinderalla Man.

At the end of July, 2005,, ‘up at the lake” near Brainerd, I began the task of
reading over 100 family letters written in 1905-06 to my North Dakota grandmother and
- grandfather from, mostly, their siblings in faraway. Wisconsin. The letters make up.an

important chapter of this book. ' - S

The letters gave life to the history our ancestors were living 100 years ago. Asl
* read, the letters became like a mosaic of tiny pieces put together. Close up, by o

" themselves; they said little. Together,’ viewed from a little distance and 100 years later,
they vividly told a story of-a distant time. Having viewed the entire picture, it became '
easier to give even more life to each one of the pieces. ’ '

It happened that, during the process of reading these letters, two daughters and -
“two grandkids, ages three and five, were with us, so my thoughts were not only to the 100
years past, but to the 100 years in the future, when the descendants of those grandkids
might possibly have found a dusty copy of this book, and were looking back at those old -
days-of the early and mid-1900s. ' o

" "What would be their circumstances 100 years from now? What would be their .
thoughts about that ancient time? About my generation in 2005? Would there evenbea
humanity to remember us 100 years from now? ' A

In those 100 letters there was only one reference to an automobile, and that one
reference was a hilarious sentence about an encounter with that automobile on a country
-~ toad néar Dubuque, Towa. Oil’s greatest utility then, was probably as grease. During the

year ofletters, the telephone came to rural Wisconsin for the first time.- And on-and on ‘
and on. ' ’ : ' S

Those letters revealed my grandfather, then 25 years old, as a man on the E
move.. he was going to be somebody. His father was a reasonably successful farmer, his
-uncle already a land entrepreneur who, by the 1920s, would be talking about visits to ‘
look at land in places like Mexico and Miami. (Those letters are in this volume as well.)
. When I finished those 100 year old letters; it was obvious that Grandpa had the -
determination and the gifts to make his mark. His spouse, my grandmother, then only 21,
was equally spirited. o : ' ‘

I knew, of course, much of the rest of their story following 1906.
‘Things tooled along quite well for this farm famﬂy until 25 yeérs later when Thé '
Great Depression and the Dirty Thirties hit them with a vengeance. They.almost lost the -

farm, with their salvation being one daughter, Lucina, who had a job and could at least
help pay the taxes due on the land. :




: I can get.a sense of how bad it was for them then, by an absence of a certam kind
- of data o :

They were-a family that tended to document life with an old box camera Af ‘
relaives came, there would usually be a group photo before the relatives Went 7
home .that sort-of thmg ' :

But I have thus far found only two photos from the 1930s both are of my parents
wedding in 1937. And I know from previous stories that initially my parents could not
even afford to buy those photos The 1930s for millions were hard times far beyond even
the 1mag1natlon of those who try to 1mag1ne hard times. : o

Which 1eads me to Cmderella Man the movie Wthh moved me to write th1s
1mpr0mptu essaV ' ’

We went to Cmderella Man a couple of weeks after the time at the lakes. It is, for »
those who haven’t seen:it, about “the Cinderella Man?”, James Braddock, onceé World '
Champion heavyweight boxer from hardscrabble Bergen NJ. (If you haven’t seen the
movie; do: You can even desplse boxing, and get the point of this Wonderful movie.)

o Braddock succinctly, went from modest boxmg success in the l920s to the soup

lines and near destitution of the 1930s, back to Heavywelght Champron of the-World in-
the darkest days of the Depression. He was a man who, if the movie is at all true to his
life, everyone could love.  And a person everyone of us might emulate. At one pointin - '
- the film, someone in that dark theatre spontaneously applauded ‘

Thls is how I saw Braddock when I Walked out of the theatre that August day:
~ loyal, Hard-working, confident, compassionate, risk-taking, fearless, generous, humble
and a-whole host of other positive words:. I could say d1tto for his w1fe Mae.

: At the end of the movie, they summarlzed what happened as life went on for
_ Braddock and his famlly . .

Suffice to say, I wish I had been able to live down the street and get to know them
as people. . :

Do seek out this movie, if you haven’t yet seen it. ‘Or read a little about James
" Braddock, who Damon Runyon dubbed the Cinderella Man. cee

In a sense, Braddock remlnded me of Grandpa and Grandma — from up to down to
up again, though never again, probably, coming even close to their earlier dreams of -
1905. They dealt with the unintended and 1mp0sed crrcumstances of life as best they
could.

v

But the letters, the grandkids, and the movie together had another impact onme.
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o He"re, 100 years 'l_ater in the summer of 2005, Oil dominates the natioﬂai' .
‘conversation, not only the price at the pump, But the war in Iraq, and other wars perhaps

still to come to supposedly protect the “American Way of Life”, part of which is'ourown ="

cats. - It is said by some who know that we have reached ‘peak oil’, which means that in
little less than 150 years we have discovered basically all the oil there-is to find, and only
about half of that is left. We are dependent on a disappearing resource almost all of it fat
away in other countries; in 1905, we had a huge abundance of this resource, and the U.S.
_was one-of, if not the only, producer of this novel fuel, petroleum. We need to reflect.
. We can’t.use more of a-diminishing resource for long. R '

This line of conversation can go on and on, to other things we take for gr,e.mtevd., _
which.may not be around even in our own lifetimes. What will be left for these readers
who found this history in some box in 21057 ‘We individually will have a lot'to say about
that. | : - : ' e

} We are all integral actors in this moment in time, but how we act,indiyidually and
as a society will profoundly impact on those unknown descendants and their-companions
on planet earth will be the ones looking back at what we did 100 years.ago.— today. -

*What will they say about us?

Have a great life.
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NOTE:-This data is best available as of August, 2005. Please send changes to Dick Bernard (son of
Esther Busch) at dick@chez-nous.net or 6905 Romeo Road Woodbury MN 55125

THE BUSCH AND BERNING FAMI'LIES OF BERLIN, NORTH DAKOTA
Wilhelm BUSCH and Barbara HEIM George BERNING and Christine VQSBERG

Ferdinand BUSCH & Rosa Berning
12/4/1880 '1/28/1884
3/17/1967 8/3/1972

married at Sinsinawa WI 2-28-1905
moved to North Dakota 1905

19
Lucina (1-03-07 — 7-6296)
Esther (7-27-09 - 8-20-81)

Verena (3-21-12 - 5-2-27)
Mary (9-26-13 - 5-2-03)
b
George (1-11-16 - 7£23-79)
- Florence (11-3-18 — 5-24-96)

/ - Edith (7-20-20)

Vincent (1-06-25) (1~2-2215)

Arthur (10-16-27) dec 2-23-11 |

August BERNING & Christina Busch
11/12/1879: 3/26/1886
4/ 4/1961 4/12/1950
married at Kieler WI 11-13-1906
moved to North Dakota 1907

Irwin (died at 6 mos)

Irene (12-07-08 — 7-15-94)
Lillian (2-08-10 — 12-20-99)
Cecilia (11-24-12 = 3-11-98)
Rose (11-01-14 — 1-6-98)

August (11-12-16 - 07-03-65)
Hyacinth (11-16-18 - 12-7-02)
Ruby & Ruth (9-25-20)

(Ruth died in infancy) Y8y (1-5-20 16)
.(Family to Dubuque [A 1920)
Rufine (2-21-22) (9-§-2007)
Agnes (Sr M. Catherine)

(1-18-24 - 3-23:81))
 Anita (Ann) (10-20-25) (I-25-201 3)

Melvin (4-1328) (3-22-2219)

(Family returned to ND 1933)




NOTE: This data is the best available as of August, 2005. If you have additional information,
please contact Dick Bernard (son of Esther Busch) at dick@chez-nous.net or 6905 Romeo Road
Woodbury MN 55125-2421

THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF FRED, ROSA, AUGUST, & CHRISTINA
(Much of the data on these families is missing. Your help is solicited)

Children of Wilhelm Busch and Barbara Heim
(10/23/1849 - 12/9/1942) (11/7/1854 - 7/8/1926)
married 11-23-1875
Ferdinand (12/4/1880)*
married Rosa BERNING
(see genealogy)

Leonard
married Stella RUNDE
Almeda married Howard LENT
Don (Lois, Dennis, Cari, Dianne, Ken); Jim (div) Linda,
Russell; Mary Jean (Vern HARTMAN, Tom, Ricky, Dan);
Joe (Janet HIRSCH, Benjamin, Jennifer)
Bernell married Mary Jane STEIL
Merlin married Pat TAFT
Mary Christine (Tina) (3/26/1887)
married August BERNING
(see genealogy)
William (Bachelor)
Cecilia

Hyacinth
married Theodore CHASE
Vincent Married Mary ACCOLA
Lillian married ? TIMMERMAN
Thedabell married ? ANDERSON
Rosaire married ? AHLERS
Frank
married Adeline KAISER
? Henry 3-7-85 — 2-17-88
? Maggie 9-7-87 — 5-31-99

* - This genealogy is very much a work in progress with many unanswered questions. See Henry
Busch's letter of Feb 14, 1924 and Glenn Busch’s records for some clues in this book. Search for
Busch baptismal and other records at the churches in Cuba City and Benton Wisconsin has not
been fruitful.




Noté This data is best available as of August, 2005. If you have any additional informétion '
“please send on to Dick Bernard (son of Esther Busch) at www.chez-nous.net or 6905 Romeo Road ‘
Woodbury MN.55125-2421

Children of George and Christine (Vosberg) Berning
(7-20-1844 — 5/28/1921) _ (1848 —10/21/1931)

Anna Maria (1/21/1872 - 1/22/1872)
Maria (9/4/72 - 9/5/72)
- Christina Louise (6/28/73 - 10/14/77)
Catherine Margaret (12/19/74 - 6/26/61) married (6/11/1895) Herman Placke
(2/5/1868 — 10/17/57)
Evelyn (6/19/1896 -'11/7/1967) (Nun)
Benedict (5/22/1898 - 7/29/1957)
Mary Clara (12/2/1897 - 3/7/1901)
Clara (8/12/1901 - 3/29/1988) married (7/19/27) Art Budden
(11/2/00 — 1/18/90)
Rose (9/21/ 1902 9/3/1972) married (9/12/33) Fred Pastoret
‘ (3/7/02 - 9/3/72)
Leo (10/4/1904 - 10/11/1985) '
Henry (5/28/1906 - 1/22/1972)
Francis (7/17/1908 - 4/7/1977) married (5/20/37) Calista Risselman
~> dec Apr 30, 2010 (5/20/19 — 10/19/86)
Lucina (1/10/1910) married (5/22/34) Henry Stangl (7/11/04 — 6/20/36)
William (6/1/1911 - 4/14/1984)
Florence (8/4/1913) - married (9/16/40) George Droessler
(2/22/ 12 =2/12/79)
Marion (8/1/1916) (4-7-2015)
Helene (Lena) (8/19/76 - 9/1/1931) married (5/31/11) Art Parker (- 9/4/ 52)\
Emma Marie (11/8/77 - 6/18/97)
August Henry (11/12/79 - 4/4/61)  married Christine Busch
'  (see genealogy)

Julia Elizabeth (12/28/81 - 8/2/1942)
Mary Emily (4/28/08 — 4/13/2005)
Rosa Catherine (11/28/84 - 8/3/72)' married Fred Busch
_ (see genealogy)

Cecilia Catherine (3/26/86 10/14/73) married (1/10/17) Frank Lang
, (2/8/84 — 12/18/82)
Raymond Henry (4/25/88 - 6/24/90)

Bertha 1/17/90 - /71 married (1/14/13) Otto Hoppmann 1/13/89 — 1936)

& (6/24/44) Henry Lebben

Lidwina 10/16/93 - 2/4/81 married Alfred Buckingham (1892 — 11/29/65)
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at Grand Rapu{.s ND Memorial Park ¢ the farm (homesteaded by Ferdinand & Rosa Busch)
¢/o R;cﬁan{ ﬂemanf 7632 157th Street W, Apple Valley, MN 55124
‘Te[epﬁone 612-891-5791
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* THE BUSCH-BERNING SONGBOOK

- In May, 1993, tamily members were asked to suggest the names of two songs for
- use at the family reunion. Earlier, some family members, in their histories (reprinted
elsewhere in this book) also listed some songs regularly played and sung at home

. Musrc was a very 1mportant part of the life of the famlhes The follovmng songs |
may bring, back some good memorles to the reader: ‘ :

' Songs talked about n Mary (Busch) Brehmers hlstory
Whlspermg
Red Wing
- “Beautiful Dreamer-
When-The Moon Comes Over The Mountam
- Home On The Range
Pennies From Heaven Y

Songs talked about n Ruby (Berning). Fltzgeralds hlstory
- :Shine On Harvest Moon _
There's An Old Spmmng Wheel In The Parlor

-+ “Rain, When You Gonna Ram Again, Rain
' Red Wln(7 ‘

Other songs offered from Busch/Bermng family relatlons May, 1993:

~Rockin' Robin - ‘ , ‘
IWill Follow Him .- ' o To Each His Own o
~ Indian Love Call . . A ‘Let Me Call You Sweetheart
Listen To The Mockmg Bird , Swing Down Sweet Chariot
‘Santa Lucia N . Faith Of Qur Fathers
Amazing Grace o I - America ’ :
Blowing In The Wind - ’ g ~ Holy God We Praise Thy Name -~ -
When The Saints Go Marching In .. My Country Tis Of Thee
; Walking In A-Winter Wonderland - - Now Thank We All Our God -
- Last.Night I Had The Strangest Dream . Battle Hymn Of The Republic
“Joshua Fought The Battle Of Jericho . - How Great Thou Art :
~ Sentimental Journey - S One Day At A Time
- Shuffle Off To Buffalo ' A How Great Thou Art
-~ You Are My Sunshine o . ’ o Rocky Mountain High
. 4 T =

" Reunion Committee: Florence ﬂuscﬁ Wieland, Du:k_ Bernard, Mary :Kay ﬂwcﬁ }‘[arence ﬂernarz{ }kcfeen,
Georgine Bu.scﬁ & Mary ‘wie[and Jewett »










A CHRONOLOGY: A CENTURY SEEN BY THE BERNING’S AND BUSCH’S

The Busch and Berning families are uniquely fortunate in that many of the family
members from the homestead years took the time to write down their memories. These
memories are included in full on the following pages, and describe virtually every facet of
rural life in LaMoure County, North Dakota, between 1905 and 1945. There is also a rich
collection of letters from 1905-06 which vividly desribe the transition time from
Wisconsin to North Dakota, and how life was in Grant County, Wisconsin, at the time.
This correspondence is summarized in the third chapter of this book.

A general history of the families, as summarized from the recollections, follows:

1900-1910: Berlin was platted in 1903 and incorporated in 1906; Fred and
Leonard Busch arrived in the area 1905; Rosa, who had married Fred February 28, 1905,
almost certainly joined her husband on the homestead by April, 1905. Her sister, Helena,
apparently may have come along with Rosa and stayed in the area for some months.
Henrietta School was already in operation in 1906; August and Christina Berning married
in November 13, 1906 and came to an adjoining farm in North Dakota in 1907. Lucina
and Esther Busch arrived on the scene as did Irwin and Irene Berning. Irwin passed away
as an'infant.

1910-1920: Verena, Mary, George & Florence Busch arrived in the Busch
household; as did Lillian, Cecilia, Rose, August & Hyacinth Berning. School age kids
attended nearby Henrietta school. About 1915 St. John's Catholic Church was built in
Berlin. Before then, LaMoure was the nearest Catholic parish. Marion & Dickey were
locations of other churches attended by Busch’s and Bernings. Also about 1915, Busch’s
built a new barn to replace the original structure. Fred Busch registered for the draft in
WWI; Esther Busch almost died of the World War I flu; Soldiers Memorial Park in
Grand Rapids was incorporated in 1918 and the first caretakers were Art & Lena Parker.
Lena was Rosa and August Bernings sister. Farming was good during these years. But
the Leonard Busch family threw in the towel with North Dakota as their land was subject
to recurrent hail storms and they too frequently lost their crop.

_ 1920-1930: Edith, Vince and Art Busch were born; as were Ruby and her twin,
Ruth (who died in infancy), Rufina, Agnes, Anita and Melvin Berning. In 1920, the
Bernings had moved back to Dubuque IA where August went to work in the Brunswick

‘Radio Factory. They lived at 1405 Lincoln Ave. The farm was kept in the family and
rented. Lucina & Esther Busch completed high school at St. John's Academy in
Jamestown. Both took college training and went into teaching, beginning a tradition of
public school teaching in the family. Fred Busch ran for public office. As reported in the
May 29, 1924 LaMoure Chronicle "[a]nother surprise was the filing of F.W. Busch as a
candidate for county auditor. Mr. Busch is a prominent and substantial farmer of
Henrietta township and this is his first plunge into the political maelstrom." Fred lost the
election, which apparently was quite in line with the wishes of Rosa, his wife. (See Mary
Brehmers memories.) The election returns by town are printed as Appendix A. In 1925




Berlin High School began operation and became alma mater for many of the Busch and
Berning children. Times were relatively prosperous, but the 1929 stock market crash was
the harbinger of very bad times to come. And Verena Busch's death in 1927 was a time
of deep sadness for both families. At about the time Verena died, the Busch’s added the
addition to the original farmhouse which later visitors would identify as the living room
and back bedroom. About this time, Esther Busch recalled, Busch’s purchased a used
piano from someone, and it was well used for many, many years. Irene Berning’s
marriage in 1928 is the first marriage for any of the Busch-Berning siblings-cousins.

1930-1940: "The Dirty Thirties" and the Great Depression combined to make
very tenuous times on the prairie. Drought and grasshoppers made for some grim
reaping. Bernings, however, returned to the farm in 1933 since at least they could
possibly grow food to eat - the factory at which August worked was closed and there was
inadequate work in Dubuque. Mary, George, Florence and Edith Busch graduated from
Berlin High School, as did Ruby and Rufina Berning. Lillian Berning, Esther and Lucina
Busch married in this decade. George, Florence, and later Mary went on to college and to
teaching. August Busch entered the Marines after working with the Civilian
Conservation Corps. '

- 1940-1950: The War Years, at least for the United States, began with Pearl

- Harbor on December 7, 1941. Esther Busch’s brother-in-law Frank Peter Bernard is
killed aboard the USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor. Good crop years began again, but rural

. areas were unable to find adequate numbers of farm workers. August Berning rose to
Captain in Marines and saw combat in the Pacific. Vince and Art Busch graduated from
- Berlin-high school; as did Anita and Melvin Berning. Agnes graduated from St. John’s

. Acadeéniy in Jamestown and became a nun. George Busch graduated from college in
1942:and after a summer at home on the farm became a naval officer on the destroyer
 Woodworth in the South Pacific for the last three years of the War. Rose's husband, and
Georgia & Christine's father, George Molitor'was killed in action over Italy three weeks
before VE day. Art was drafted into the Army after high school and later went on to
college. Melvin went to college. By the end of the 1940s most of the family members
had left home for other places and occupations. Many married. The farms became places
for children and grandchildren to visit. In 1949 a severe windstorm blew the roof off of
Fred & Rosa's barn — very shortly after Fred allowed the insurance to lapse.

1950-1960: The families had generally left the farms, except for Fred, Rosa,
Vince and Edith; and Christina and August Berning. Christina passed away at the
beginning of the decade. August soon left the farm living with his daughters until he
remarried and moved to LaMoure. Mel served in the Korean War. The Berning farm
became history and the buildings were either.demolished or moved. The last Berlin High
School senior class graduated in 1959. At the Busch farm life continued as usual. Fred
Busch obtained a patent on two devices to aid with farming. His sickel sharpener was
patented in 1956. (The actual patent on this device, as well as a photo, is included in
Appendix B) Fred also apparently patented a wild oats separator. A photo of this device
is in the photo pages. During the 1950s.some of the Busch grandchildren began to come




for portions of the summer to help. Sputnik was launched in October, 1957, and was a
sought after sight in the brilliant night sky over the farm (it tumbled through space, and
thus seemed to blink off and on. Newspapers-carried daily accounts of its path across the
heavens.) The Berlin depot was sold to Fred Busch in 1957, who then moved it to the
farm where it became two storage buildings.

1960-2005: August Berning passed away in Edgeley in 1961; and Fred Busch
passed away in 1967 at the farm. Rosa passed away in 1972, the last to die of the four

“siblings who moved to the prairie in 1905 and 1907. Vince and Edith continued to work

the Busch farm. St. Johns Catholic Church closed in 1968, the Berlin school shortly
thereafter. There have been many beginnings and endings to lives in the Busch and
Berning family trees. In 2000 a family crew ‘de-constructed’ the old Busch farm house
which had been vacant since 1992. In 1993 a big family reunion was held at the farm;

another at Sinsinawa, Wisconsin, in 1994; and a third smaller reunion at the farm in 2005.







>

The land between Berlin and Grand Répids had but a few years before been the
exclusive province of the buffalo and other prairie animals, and the Dakota Indians
(misnamed the Sioux, which name was a derogatory term used by enemies of the Dakota)

- whose artifacts - arrow heads, stone hammers and the like - were found by the thousands

by farmers on the prairie.

The land on which the Busches and Bernings settled was virgin prairie at the time
of their settlement. It had never been plowed. The east pasture of the Busch farm
remains virgin land, and if one is interested in what the land looked like where the buftalo
roamed, one needs to look only at the east pasture.

What is now North Dakota had been visited as early as 1738 by Sieur Pierre de la
Verendrye, a French explorer from Montreal who was searching an overland route to the
western sea. It is quite likely that his expeditions passed through or near LaMoure
County since specific evidence of his travels has been found near the present day Pierre,
South Dakota (the capitol of South Dakota).

Other than Verendrye, incursions by whites into this area would have been rare
prior to-the advent of the railroad. There was fairly substantial trading: traffic up and
down the Missouri River following the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803, but the
interior of Dakota was largely unexploited from the outside.

* The change in the area began in earnest with the advent of trade between what is
now Winnipeg Manitoba and St. Paul MN. For years there had been activity by French-
Canadian fur trappers and traders from the interior to Montreal. Beaver and other pelts

" were their main goal initially. Beginning in the early 1840s the trade began to be more

concentrated towards St. Paul, which was the head of shipping down the mighty
'MlSSlSSlppl River. The interior was becoming a commercially exp101table area, and
stories about the interior began to be told downriver.

By 1844 the famous Red River Oxcarts began moving commerce between the Red
River town of Pembina (then Iowa Territory, later to become Dakota Territory and then
North Dakota) and St. Paul. These two wheeled carts were made entirely of wood and
they could be heard for miles. They followed many routes, with St. Paul as the southern

terminus. The area was booming. By 1858 there were more than 1000 steamboat arrivals-

at the Mississippi River landings in St. Paul.

In 1853 the Stevens Expedition surveyed what was to become the route of the
Northern Pacific Railroad. By 1858 steamboats were plying the Red River of the North
and Fort Abercrombie had been established near Wahpeton. Stage coaches began to
travel to the Red River area. St. Paul had been officially founded in 1841, and became
capitol of the new state of Minnesota in'1858. The stage was set for a dramatic trans1t10n
of peoples which is still being actively debated today.
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A The Dakota Indians, the sole populatlon of south central North Dakotd at the time

- of white settlement were nomadic Indlans descrlbed as "Warhke" They had reason to be.

Orlglnally, they had occupied wooded areas of anesota and Wisconsin, but had |

- “been somie years earlier pushed to the west by the Chippewa and other tribes who
_' benefitted by arms supplied: by their new allies, the white traders from the east. The ’
" Dakota.had adjusted to their new environment on the prairie.and were living in harmony
o w1th nature hostlle as that nature often was.. ’

By the end of the 1850s the Dakota had reached the end of their rope. w1th

e unscrupulous traders, meaningless treaties, and an explosion of white settlement into their
former Minnesota lands. Father Joseph Goiffon, then parish priest in Pembina (now.
. North Dakota) described an 1860 buffalo hunt at the end of which a peace Council was
~ convened between the previous enemy Metis of Red River and the Dakota: He
~ femembered one of the grand chiefs of the different Dakota nations as saying "o
" grandfathers have always told us to be faithful to our ancient masters, and to be
suspicious of our new neighbors, the Amerlcans The Americans, the English had told us, o
" ‘measuring their arm, would make you promises as long as your arm and give you: nothlng
- Theéy-.wished you dead." While it is unknown exactly where this peace council took

place, many believe it to have been just a few miles to. the northeast of the Busch—Bermng

‘ farms near the present L1tt1e Yellowstone. park near Ft Ransom ND.

In 1862, the Dakota went to war w1th the United States, but of course were vastly
outnumbered,-and rapidly put into submission. ‘Many were hanged in Mankato MN in -

© 1862, and even more rmprlsoned near Ft. Snelhng the same year

+#On Septemberi3 ' 1’863 the last major "battle" oCcurred between the Dakota and

- -the:Government at Whitestone Battlefield, just a few miles south of Edgeley. This battle

which in reality was a massacre by United States soldiers of an essentially-peaceful

- buffalo hunting party, resulted in the death of 150- 300 Indian men, women and chlldren

and 20 soldiers, plus the destruction of an immense amount of the buffalo meat the

. Indians had been preparing for winter food. (Itis worth a trip to Whitestone to see:the

versions of the history from then and now. In 1909, just four years after Busches and
Bernings arrived, a large: monument was erectéd to honor the fallen soldiers. It was not
until years later. that a monument was erected to the Indians who had, it now appears
been minding the1r own business and were a threat to no one )

In 1853 the ﬁrst land transaction was made in Grant County Wisconsin which
involved a. member of the Berning or Busch families. (Many of these transactions are-.
listed in this book. Note table of contents ) Land was purchased by the first Heim in. .
Grant County. Later transactions came for Vosbergs, Busches and Bernlngs ‘Wilhelm-
Busch arrived in the United States'in 1872. (Some may have arrived earlier than'1863. It

‘was once recalled by August Berning that his ancestors had arrived in the United States
' ‘about the time of the beginning of the Civil War - 1861 - and that some of the men had

gone on to Canada since they had left Germany to get away from war.)
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~In 1871 the Northern Pac1ﬁc railroad crossed into North Dakota at Fargo, and the

" race was on to the west. Initially, the financiers of the NP concentrated more on

transcontinental traffic than on settlement but before long they caught-on to the

- advantages of settlement and began promotmg the area to.people in the east.

. The ra1lroad promoters of all lines were prudent in protecting. agamst the
unknown, it is said. While it was very-inexpensive to move to one's claim in North

‘Dakota; if for some reason a pioneer family changed its mind, it was much more .

expensive to move back home. Thus many families.endured life on the prairie, even.

: 'through the worst.privations, because it cost too much to go back

In 1889 North Dakota and South Dakota became ‘separate states.- They had been
orgamzed as'the Dakota Temtory in 1862 durmg the Civil and Indlan Wars

The first settlement in what is now LaMoure County was Grand Raplds where a.
post office was established on June 17, 1880, coincident with the establishment of the NP
railroad station there. From 1881-1886, Grand Rapids was the county, seat-of LaMoure

" County;at which time the seat was moved to LaMoure. In 1890, Grand Rapids with 300 -
- residerits, and LaMoure with 309 residents, were the only towns in LaMoure County. -

"The 1890 census was the last census for 70. years which shows Grand Rapids with .
any population (people lived there, but it was an unincorporated place). The only - - '
subsequent censuses that show Grand Rapids are-1960, when it is shown as having 50

. réesidents, and 1990, when it is shown as having a townshlp_ populatlon of 111. No
v population is listed in the 2000 census.

iz Berlm first appears as a bl1p on the North Dakota landscape when a rail station
was estabhshed there in 1887 (LaMoure got its station in 1883, and Edgeley in 1886).
Apparently, for Berlin, at least, the designation was on paper only since old letters
suggest that an actual station was not opened until 1905. Berlin got a post office in 1892,
was platteéd in 1903, and incorporated in 1906. [t first appears in the 1910 census. with
137 people, the largest population the town ever had. In fact, every subsequent census
showed a decline in population, with the largest decline bemg between 1950 and 1960
when the population dropped from 124 to 78. The 1990 census shows Berlins populatlon
as 30; in 2000 it had ‘grown’ to 35.. ‘ -

(Edgeley had 749 people in 1910, showed its largest populat1on of 992 in 1960

~ and in 1990 had a population of 702.(637 in 2000). LaMoure had 929 people in 1910,

showed its largest population of 1077 in 1980, and in 1990 had 958 people onits rolls:
(944 in 2000). Being county seat, and possessing the Navy commumcatlons tacﬂlty,

, doubtless helped LaMoure sustain its populatlon )
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Both the Busch and Berning parcels of land were purchased from the same source,-
and the abstract of title for Section 13 reveals some interesting early mformatmn and part
of the history of the property:

A) the property was first conveyed from the United States to the Northern Pacific

- Railroad Company (NP);

B) the NP conveyed the property to Charles F. Young July 16, 1880;

C) after miscellaneous other transactions, on December 20, 1904, for -
consideration of $5120 ($16 an acre), William Busch of Grant County, Wisconsin,
purchased a half-section of what was to become the Busch farm from The Citizens State
Bank of Waukon, lowa. There were two mortgages of $1000 each at 6% interest taken on
the property;

D) on December 15, 1915, for consideration of $1. 00, a quarter sectlon of this
property was conveyed from William Busch to Ferdinand Busch.

It is presumed that the Berning property had the same original history, though itis
stated that August Berning earned the money to buy his quarter section from sale of lead
mined on home property in Grand County.. :

The history of Berlin, which is quoted verbatim later in this history, says that
Fred Busch came by immigrant train to Edgeley on March 21, 1905. Letters from 1905-
06 tend to verify this account. They arfe summarized in the next chapter of this book,
which comptise an ‘eye-witness’ account of how the transition from Wisconsin to North
Dakota actually happened '

13




The First Year in North Dakota:
' A Time of Transition
Letters to the Berlin farm from Wisconsin and Iowa — 1905 06

NOTE: While taking down the Busch farm home in the summer of 2000, a Karo syrup can
full of old letters was found in the attic. The letters were copied and duly stored until the
summer of 2005 when their contents were read for the first time since they had been written
100 years earlier. Singly and together they represent a treasury of information not only
about the process of starting out a home on the then (and, some might say, still) remote
prairie of North Dakota, but about contemporary rural life in 1905-06 Grant County
Wisconsin. .

About the Letters and Their Writers: In all, the can contained over 100 letters
beginning February 27, 1905 and ending June 6, 1906. The first letters from Wisconsin —
all in the same envelope - were from Lidwina, Cecilia and Julia Berning, each dated April
2, 1905. Some of the letters were as much as six pages long; others were little more than
a few lines on one side of a sheet of paper. They came from 35 different people, though a
majority of the family letters came from two of the correspondents who seemed to like to
write. In all, the letters total 307 pages of writing, all but six in pencil. (Of the remainder
four were hand-typed business letters, the other two written Wwith ink pen.) A list of who
wrote the letters and their relative ages at the time of writing is on the last page of this
chapter. The first letter from Rosa Busch’s elder sister Kate Placke, dated April 12,

1903, is reprinted in this chapter, as well as letters from August Berning, and Christina
and her father Wilhelm Busch, since they give a representative view of the tone of the
letters generally. Kate’s letter in particular also provides an interesting historical
perspective of the beginning of German settlement of Grant County WI.

Virtually all of the correspondence is from members of farm families, Berning’s
primarily, but also Busch’s and some others. Their general content is very similar to the
letters from the Busch farm from 1942 and 1944-45, in another section of this book. ' That
this is so should not be surprising. The letters describe farming, gardening, social
relationships, neighbors, activities, crops, livestock. They are mostly written by women
living on the farm. (The Berning family had eight daughters and only one son.) These
were farm people talking to farm people, and while machinery became more
sophisticated in the 40 years between 1905 and 1945, in both eras horses were important
farm animals, milking was done by hand, and the kinds of crops grown was fairly similar
(though the Wisconsin folks were intrigued by the flax seed sent from North Dakota by
the Busch’s. Apparently flax was not a well recognized crop there at the time.) Growing

- conditions were fairly similar from 1905 Wisconsin to 1940s North Dakota, though

southwest Wisconsin was rainier and a bit milder.

None of the letters mention politics in any sense of that word. Part of the reason
.. is that 1905-06, then, would have been an ‘off year’ for elections. Probably more
important, though, is that most of the letter writers were women, and women’s suffrage —
the right to vote — was 15 years in the future. Politics was for men, then.
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The letters were generally legible, and one is struck by the lack of cross-outs or
fatal spelling errors. The letters are very informal: things like punctuation and
capitalization are casual. Though these folks perhaps had no more than eighth grade
education (August Berning is said to have gone only to 3" or 4™ grade), they had learned
how to make sense in writing. On April 2, 1906, Bertha (Bert) Berning comments that
three days mail brought “3 letters and about 8 papers”, indicating that the farm family
was very well informed in these days before radio, television and internet.

Most often an envelope would contain two or three or even more letters,
apparently to save on postage (3 cents). Apparently in those days a letter counted as a
letter regardless of how many pages of paper could be crammed into an envelope. Celia
Berning, on May 29, 1906, closes her letter “I would write more but the candle is just
about out, so I must quit.”

Interesting and significant is the fact that not a single one of the 100+ letters came
from Mrs. Berning or Mrs. Busch. This would at least suggest that both were illiterate, or
_ at least uncomfortable with either reading and/or writing. In at least one letter, the writer

conveyed best wishes from Mrs. Berning. :

- Similarly, not a single letter from Mr. Berning appears in the collection, though
Bertha Berning writes on October 29, 1905, that “Papa is writing a few words to [his
daughter] Lena just now”. (At the time, Lena was living in Edgeley). In one letter, “pa
told us to tell you to write more german letters, he said he could read them better.” (Celia
Berning May 18, 1905) In Julia’s May 15, 1905, letter, a comment is made that “we
received Rosa’s german letter”. Several letters from the girls have sections, usually:short,
that appear to be written in German, but German is distinctly not their preference in
writing. .

Wilhelm Busch wrote two fairly long letters in a beautiful hand, in German. On
November 2, 1905, he wrote a very few lines in English, as if he was obliged to do so for
some business reason: “Enclosed find the Sum of $200 two hundred Dollars. Your
Father Wm. Busch Well I had to write this.” Annelee Woodstrom, a retired teacher and
author who grew up in Germany and translated Wilhelm’s letters, said this about his
writing: “William had the German grammar well in hand, and his penmanship is certainly
that of a learned man. William surely was successful, and he didn’t seem to mind to
share his success and help other family members out when needed.” The translation of
both letters is included later in this chapter. ’

From Whence the Newlywed Busch’s Came: Rural Grant County Wisconsin in
1905-06. While the Busch’s and Berning’s and Heim’s and Vosberg’s and doubtless
many others had been in the United States for 30 years or more, the dominant language of -
their community apparently continued to be German. It would seem logical, from the -
letters, that the Busch and Berning kids were fluent in spoken German, and had at least
passable ability to communicate in written German.
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As in the later North Dakota farm letters, there was a lot of talk about going to,
and goings on at, dances in 1905-06. These were major and frequent social events. The
town of Louisburg was only about a mile across a field from the Berning place, and many
dances were held there.

The Berning home had an organ, which several of the children could play,
especially the youngest, Lidwina. Several letters refer to someone playing the organ

- while the letter is being written.

Bertha, sometime in January, 1906, opens her letter commenting on the home

~ scene at the time: “As it is only % past 6 and rather to early to go to bed I will spend a

few moments in writeing to you the evenings are so long, but I really believe Il be silly

before long that Lena is always at the organ and Celia to if J [Julia] and I could only find
the key [apparently referring to music notation] but we can’t find it, and Julia...is writing
receipts this evening and Mamma dear is peeling potatoes, and little sister [Lidwina] is

- not home she is boarding at sister Kates [Placke’s, near the Catholic school she attends

three miles from home] she started last Thursday....”

Trips to town were frequent, especially to Cuba City. Some relatives seem to

-~ have lived there and in Hazel Green as well. The women would shop for things like

fabric, which would be sewn into clothing at home. Sometimes reference is made in a
letter to an enclosed swatch of fabric to help Rosa visualize an article of clothing being
sewn. ‘On a couple of occasions clippings.from a local paper were included. Visits to
relatives in Dubuque, Hazel Green and Cuba City were common. There was a lot of
visiting: people ‘dropping in’ on each other, especially on Sunday afternoons. Not all
visits were announced or expected; but the visitors were accepted. It was part of the
country ritual.

The Busch’s and Berning’s quite obviously knew each other very well. In one
instance, noted in a letter, all of the Busch’s stayed overnight at the Berning house. The
nine women stayed upstairs, nine men downstairs.

Julia, in an early January 1906 letter, describes New Years in Dubuque, visiting a
family: “we started out from here at 7 o’clock and went to St. Mark’s church in
Dubuque. Had dinner at the Western house and a fine dinner. Then we started out for
Weilands get there at 4 o’clock and stayed up and celebrated the old year out and the new
year in. Frank went out and shot with the shotgun to beat the dickens. They have a piano

. for $500 oh but a swell fixed up house everthing up in yel. New Year normally we went

to Asberry church that is the church wer they always go. Went back to Weilands for
dinner and at 2 o’clock out for Wis. I enjoyed that tr1p, evry girl that the boys seen they
called blue bell. Good thing people did not know us..

“...evry girl that the boys seen they called blue bell”? More than a hint about this
puzzling statement comes from Celia Bernings October 29, 1905, letter, where she prints
the lyrics of the song, Blue Bell, apparently then popular, at least at the Berning house.
Kate Placke in her December 10, 1905, letter says about her siblings “I heard them sing.
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During the year of the letters, the rural residents in Grant Co. Wisconsin got their
first telephone line. As one might expect, this new toy got used, sometimes to excess.

‘But as was true with party lines in North Dakota, there was no privacy, so people were
‘cautious about what they said. On January 19, 1906, Julia writes her sister Rosa, “Say

Rose we have things going now we have our telephone going it is ring, ring, ring, the
whole day. Gus and Cecilia are always rubbering [listening in] it don’t take much of my
time. But it is a nice thing if we can telephone to all our neighbors and all around if we
would ring you up that would be the stuff!” There was some wishing to be able to talk-to
North Dakota relatives, but the telephone came a little later there — exactly how much
later is not known. : ’

There are plenty of stories of life in the raw in a rural community. A local man
died of a gunshot wound. It is variously reported through local conversation and the
letters that he accidentally shot himself while hunting (seems most likely); that he
committed suicide; even that his wife shot him. The latter account seems totally -
baseless, but drove his widow, Emma, into virtual seclusion. Rumors and gossip took on
lives of their own, as they still do today. One letter includes a very long news clipping
about a distraught farm wonian in a nearby town who killed her four young children and
then herself, all with a butcher knife. Some woman is reported as running off with some
rnan; another person marries a ‘protestant’, which comes across as obviously not
desirable. People are born, and die, and church and its rituals are central to the

:community conversation.

Two local farm kids are reported as having burned down their parents barn, with a

‘neighbors new carriage in it, because they were curious about what a big fire would be

like.
The letters give at least a tiny view of attitudes, not always complimentary to the
speaker or the subject of the speech. There is talk of a ‘jew peddler’, and several times

the word “‘nigger’ is used.

Occasionally one gets a look at the personalities at home. Celia tags on to the end

‘of a September 3, 1905, letter Julia had just finished, commenting on a comment made by

“old Corneal”, apparently a local hired man — hobo like in appearance - who must have
been frequently into and out of their lives, but in recent years had not-been around.
“Say,” he says to ma, “you look better now than you did five years ago. I guess you got
your temper down and found out the girls know more than you do.” No mention is made
of Ma Berning’s response to old Corneal. (At the time of the comment six of Ma’s kids
were still mostly at home and ranged in age from 11 to 28, so Ma’s restraint is probably
natural. She’d raised a fine family, and most were now adults.) One of the girls
apparently sent Rose a magazine or newspaper picture of a hobo that Rose erroneously
thought was Corneal. That got a laugh back home.

Sometime during 1905 an apparently short-lived mining rush began in the county,
where valuable lead deposits were found and mined on farm property. Some lucky land
owners made quite a lot of money, and land prices shot up. Celia, on January 14, 1906,
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comments *Gus and Joe are still mining, yesterday they took out a picce ‘of lead werghed ‘
17 lbs. They just keep picking out lead. The people around here are getting crazy about
‘mining.” Even in the short time span of the letters, though, it seems as if the Tush soon
petered out — - shallow mines would fill with water and became drfﬁcult to work wrth
-The lead rush was soon over. :

“There are only two references to gasoline powered contrivances: only one
reference is made to an automobile: “Sunday, Maggie and Ida had a horse for themselves -
to church and they met an automobile and she tied the horse to a rail fence but the horse -
dident move and Anna Miller was in-with them and she was hollering let me out.”. (Ida
Berning July 13, 1905), Another reference is to a gasoline engine owned by afarmerin
the area. Since the letters pre-date Henry Ford’s major improvements in R. E. Olds
invention of an auto assembly line, automobiles were a novelty probably rarely seenin -

those days even in Dubuque, about ten miles distance. This was the era of horses.

" Why they went to North Dakota It is obvious from several letters that a rnam reason

for leaving was that there was simply no land to be had in Grant County, If someone
wanted to farm, they had to-move. Land was expensive, but for the most part already
‘taken. Someone was said to be able to get $100 an acre. But scarcity of land seems to

- have been the greatest impetus for males moving on. Similarly, opportunities for -

. unmarried women were very limited in the rural economy in the days before anyone even
thought of such a thing as women’s suffrage or other women’s rights..

We: wrll lrkely never know for sure why North Dakota was selected as destlnatron
.except that the p0531brlrty is very strong that Ferdie Busch’s uncle Heinrich (H. H. .

. Busch), already a budding real estate entrepreneur in Dubuque, had much to do Wrth the
decrsron to move to the North Dakota prairie. Heinrich by the 1920s appears to have

v

-:been:a very prosperous land entrepreneur, with holdings in many. places, 1nclud1ng North

Dakota. He describes his business in this book (see table of contents). Ferdie seemed-
-intent to follow in his uncle’s footsteps, and had not the Great Depression brought his
dreams back to a very grim reality, he might have ended up very prosperous as well. A
few letters to him from other men in other places suggest that Ferdie was practicing

- buying and selling, and there are several 1 1nqur1es from men in other places about land in
Dakota. . :

Gomg there, and getting settled Storres did travel then, as they do now, about places

two or three people heard that North Dakota was a pretty windy place (we now know it is

- the windiest state in the U.S.). Someone else had heard there were lots of mosquitoes.
Celia on May 13, 1905, asks her sister, “Say ain’t there any girls up there, that I.ena can.

- get'so many places [to work] and such pay.” There is no talk about marauding wild
-animals, or other catastrophes in that first year, though in the scheme of things in human
history, there were doubtless problems of one sort or another to be dealt with. They are
apparently not of sufficient 1mportance to be recorded, or too important to be shared‘

Without. any question; the initial arriv 1ng pomt for the-emigrants was Edgeley,
about 20 mrles from the farm. The exact route to Edgeley is never specrﬁcally deﬁned
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Twor letters suggested that it was apparently not until later in 1905 that Berlin actually
had its own depot and train station. Only when there is no other option, apparently, do
people take the train to J amestown, and then east through the twin cities. One writer .
indicates that ‘the trains do not travel on Sunday. No mention is made in any of the letters
of using the railroad stops at LaMoure or Grand Rapids. Somebody indicates traveling
by train from Edgeley to Oakes to LeMars, IA which is in northwest lowa. A 1914 U. S.
map found in'an old calendar book on the farm suggests the general route would be south

through Mitchell SD thence to Sioux City, Lemars and Dubuque. The stop in Oakes does

not appear to be a normal one for travelers from the south and east.

* The letters suggest that when F erdie Busch went to North Dakota shortly after he

“and Rosa married February 28, 1905, that a local Wisconsin carpenter John Terfruchte, .

went to help build the new house, barn and granary. It is suggested, indirectly, that crews

- of men actually did the building, and did it quite rapldly In an Apl‘ll 10, 1905, letter

Ferdie’s uncle Heinrich tells Ferdie to have John Terfuchte stay in the area to help with

-other building projects. Apparently, according to a letter referenced elsewhere in thls

section, the house and barn were built immediately. The third original building, a

~ granary between the two, (the only original building still remammg on the farm) was
* probably bullt sometime a few months later, prior to the first prairie harvest in August or

September (The 1976 history of Berlin, written four years: after Grandma Busch-died,

- and 9 years after Ferdie’s death, says that Ferd Busch brought 4 horses two cows and
.. somie simple farm implements to Edgeley on March 21, and that Rose came six-weeks. -
later. The letters do not verify the timeline story, w hrch is not surprising, since they were
~ written when the events actually occurred, not 70 years later.) ‘ :

- - The letters indicate that the emigrant railroad car bringing the possessions of the

’ newly\‘z\}eds to North Dakota included at least two Berning cows, Spotty'and Ruby, two
‘Busch: horses, Jim and Jerry, and a Busch dog; Bruno. Cecilia on May 15,1905,

comments “How is poor old Spotty and Ruby? I wish I could milk them once for you out

there, but it would take me all of a day.” Hyacmth Busch writes.on April 12, 1905, “How

is Jim & J erry getting along I bet they are not so wild any more and how are the rest of
the-horses & cows all well I hope.” A new neighbor gives the Busch’s a bobtail cat, it is-

reported.

Apparently a horse was injured or died enroute to North Dakota and on Aprrl 10 '
1905, Heinrich advises Ferdie: “we are sorry that you lost that nice gray horse. T had a -
tatk with Mr. Beddow [apparently a railroad rep] tonight about that horse he told me you
should make out an affidavit before a notary public at Berlin that the horse was killed -
from jerks of cars and give that-to Mr. Beddow next time he comes out there this week or.
next week and he will send it to the Milwaukee headquarters with your freight receipts.”
The matter apparently was not soon resolved — or Ferdie’s father Wilhelm is writing -
about another horse --as on October 5, 1905, Wilhelm wrote in German to his son:
“Lennie [Leonard, Ferd’s. brother, also in ND] wrote that the horse you bought Iast
spring, died. Lennie said that you can’t trust Beddo... Terfruchte told me that he will
write to you. He will testify that the horse was sick already and it didn’t even eat at that
time. If youwant to try to get somethmg for the horse, take that letter from Terfruchte
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~and also your freight bill if you still have it. Send it by express. You may ask to get back

" the 85 dollars you paid for the horse. I promised Beddo that I would take care of the

- damages, but so far I haven’t done anything about the matter. You probably- can write -
yourself, and maybe you could get a recommendation from an influential man, i.e. John
Y oung or some one else. Ordinarily, you need proof of damage.”

In the same April 10, 1905, letter referred to above, Heinrich writes “I have crated
your buggv today and.send it off to Edgeley. 1 paid the freight on same. I would of. send
- it last week but as there was some people intending to move to Edgeley I was going to
send it along in their car but they might not go yet. I guess when it arrives at Edgeley the .
frelght agent will let you know because I put your address along on the tags.” '

A What comes through the letters is that it was not only F erdle and Rosie who .
moved to the prairies. Rose’s sister Helena, and Ferd’s brother Leonard, seem to be thiere
for much of the first growing season at least. August Berning comes up for a time, - '
probably at harvest time, and there is indication that at least two other Berning sisters:

. took the train out to visit, as did uncle Heinrich. While not mentioned, it is likely that
Ferdie’s father-also came out to'the new prairie farm, which he initially owned and his
.son and daughter-in-law operated. Julia made a comment on September 11, 1905, about
her brother’s proud report on returning home: “Well, Ferdie, how did you hke the
‘pancakes that-Gus baked he told me that you said they were fine. Idon’t see how he -
~knew how to mix them for he never gets a meal at home he said one morning he and
Mark: baked ‘pancakes for an hour good for them:now they know what the girls are good
- for.” - :
-. Apparently, in an early letter from the farm, Rosa sketches part of her brand new
' pralrle‘house Celia, May 18, 1905: “And the sketch of your house was Just alright. Next

© - time;We-want to see the upstairs sketched. " And now Ferdie must sketch the barn and

" Leonard the lawn, then when we come up there we-won’t even need to 1nqu1re for your :
house : ’

Lena, who lived much of 1905 in North Dakota, and wanted to go back, and -
~.ultimately did go back, writes from the farm J anuary 21, 1906: “What’s the matter wrth ‘
that big [woman, apparently a neighbor of Busch’s] cant she get out of bed in'the -
'mornlng’7 I guess its like Arthur says N.D. girls aint worth a penny.”

North Dakota may still have been a frontier, but it apparently was getting some
notice. On August 27, 1905, -Celia wrote a note to her brother Gus, out in Dakota with
Ferd and Rosa, and said “Say Gus take a good look at the Main St i in Edgeley. I'sawr that
pictured in a magazine and also look at the creamery in Edgeley.” Wilhelm marveled, on
November 5, that “Ed Liebling bought the Beils place in Jamestown for 72 dollars'per
acre.” He notes that his purchase price for the Busch farm a short while earher $16 an '
- acre — seems to have been a pretty good deal

Peter Tlmmerrnan apparently -afriend of Ferdie’s and 1nterested in moving to
North Dakota, wrote on August 29, 1905, “Well Fred is Berlin a railroad station or not T -
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could not find it in the map so if you write [ wish you would tell me what your nearest

- station is and tell me where about you live so that I can find you if I come up there....” It
is apparently about this time that the depot finally puts Berlin on the map for the first
time. -

Heinrich on April 10, 1905 writes: “I guess yous are breaking prairie now maybe
yous are sowing wheat, barley or oats on a rented piece...I hope you got your house in
good shape now and the two sisters and two brothers feel happy and well in the new
home ....” (The two sisters and two brothers were Ferdie and Leonard Busch, and Rosa
Berning Busch and her sister Helena.) Helena not long after went to work at a boarding
house in Edgeley. It does not seem to have been an especially happy experience for her.

Communication back and forth seemed to be quite easy, though only through
letter. One letter, from Celia on March 14, 1906, describes the travel time for a letter,
which was apparently two days: “[Your] letter which we received today. You wrote that
the seventh and it was stamped in Berlin the 12" and in one corner of the envelope was
written “held for postage”. Oh I guess you and your old man [Ferdie was then an old
man of 25] forgot to put a stamp on, but you never forget the address anymore like you
did once.”

- Julia on Méy 15, 1905, writes that “I suppose you people have no little chickens

. yet.” ‘She comments “I will send Rose some flower slips as she is a lover of flowers they

will look tough when they get up there but if the stems are left they might grow.”
Cecilia, on the same date, writes to scold her sister about an apparent mistake in planting:

~ “you made a mistake in planting early potatoes. They should be planted in May....”

+ The first year seems to have been a prosperous one for the Busch’s, one letter
indicating revenue of $2000. Julia on September 11 says that “Gus thinks N. Dak. Is the
country to make money....” Wilhelm on October 5 writes: “you did very well with your
harvest. I had no idea that you could get 12 bushels [?] of flax seed per acre. It was
smart that you built yourself a granary, so now you won’t have to sell it as soon as you
harvest. I believe that the flax seed will surely rise in price.” Two paragraphs down he
elects to reemphasize what he just said: “Be sure to hold your flax seed in the granary -
then you are not force to sell it now.”

Church is mentioned. The only Catholic church within carriage distance is at
LaMoure, about 10 miles distance across the fields. For some reason, in the letters is a
handwritten note from Father Fogarty of distant St. Aloysius Church in Lisbon ND:
“Collection for our new church will be taken up next Sunday after Mass. I'have written
to each to bring what they promised with them in order to save the expense of traveling.
You promised $15.00 and if you care to do some better [ would be pleased.” Someone
else in the parish makes a followup entreaty. They seem to make some substantial efforts
to get to Sunday Mass, but it is a long trip, and not always possible.

As one would expect, the major reports are when the Wisconsin visitors come
home after a visit to the prairies home. Julia, on September 6, 1905, reports on what her
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Translations of Wilhelm Busch letters to North Dakota
(A portion of one page of the original follows this translation.)

October 5, 1905
Dear Children

I just received the special letter from Lennie [Leonard, his son, also in North
Dakota at the farm], and I am so happy to hear that you are all well. We are also well
and happy. Since it is too dry to plow, we are in the potato fields, but the'potato harvest
is not.as good as last year. Our corn is ripe enough, so the frost won’t hurt it anymore. If
everything goes well, our corn harvest will be better than last year. You did very well
with your harvest. I had no idea that you could get 12 bushels of flax seed per acre. It
was smart that you built yourself a granary, so now you won’t have to see it as soon as
you harvest. I believe that the flax seed will surely rise in price. But should you need
money now, please write to me and I will send you some funds after new Year.

If need be hold the flax until next spring, because I believe that it might go up in
price. The $1000.00 farm loan that I must pay back after New Year, I could get it for
5%. But I think [ may pay it back by next month. Leonard wrote that he also did well on
the fafim. It turned out that the land that I bought was cheap because I'had such a
bountiful harvest the first year. Just think, Ed Liebling bought the Beils place in
Jamestown for 72 dollars per acre. And Lennie wrote that the horse you bought last
spring, died. Lennie said that you can’t trust Beddo, Johann Terfruchte told me that he

will write to you. He will testify that the horse was sick already and it didn’teveneatat =~

that time. If you want to try to get something for the horse, take that letter from
Terfruechte and also your freight bill if you still have it. Send it by Express.

«You may ask to get back the 85 dollars you paid for the horse. I promised Beddo
that I would take care of the damages, but so far I haven’t done anything about the
matter. You probably can write yourself, and maybe you could get a recommendation
from an influential man, i/e/ John Young, or some one else. Ordinarily, you need proof
of damage. :

Be sure to hold your flax seed in the granary then you are not forced to see it now.
Much love to all -
Wm Bush

P.S. We harvest 800 bushel of oats, and 245 bushels of barley. We were surprised that
Lennie earned so much money with the thresh machine. Iknow it is hard work. I too,
was working ‘with the thresh machine, but I wasn’t paid for working. Love from all to all
of you.. ’ ‘
Please write again.




Cuba City
.19 October; 1905

Dear Férninand, Rose and Lennie, -

It was only today that I received your letter, and tomorrow I will send $200.00 to
you. We are all well. We didn’t husk anymore corn for our 51 pigs. We have about 46 -
acres left too husk, but I don’t think that we will start this month, because we have a lot

-of plowing left. T have only the field of oats on the east side of Hollars of Linderman left

to plow. It was so dry that we just couldn’t plow. Yesterday, and today we had lots of
rain, so now the conditions for plowing are good. :

If you need any more money, you must write to me and let me know. We also

" had several days with frost, but it didn’t bother the corn. If you don’t have a well or a

spring for water, you must get someone to secure your water supply for winter since you
can’t fetch water from a distance during the winter. I will close my letter, and I send you

- two greetings.

Please greet Helena from us.
Wm. Busch
Enclosed you find a draft for $200.00.
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- 'THE FAMIILY |OF FERDINAND BUSCH AND ROSA BERNING

The ancestors of both families migrated to the United States from northern
Germany in the middle to latter 1800's and settled in southwest Wisconsin, near
- Dubuque, Iowa.

Ferdinand Busch was from a farm family who lived near Cuba City, WI. His
father was Wilhelm (William) Busch and his mother Barbara Heim. Ferdinand was
born December 4, 1880, and had some elementary schooling in country schools. He was
eldest among seven surviving children in the Busch family. (See Henry Busch Feb 14,
1924 letter in this volume). Two other children seem to have died in childhood.

Ferdinand's father, Wilhelm Busch, was born in 1849 in Germany, and migrated
to America in 1872. He was the second of three sons, and first of his family to immigrate
to America. According to his younger brother, Henry [a.k.a. Heinrich, Herman], he was
first to migrate because he was ill. The American environment apparently helped his
medical condition. Another account suggests that he was ill, but eligible for military
service and the family preferred he come to America first. (See Appendix C for more
detail and letters from Henry Busch and articles by Glenn Busch which include some
descriptions of the entire Busch family)..

Wilhelms father, Bernard Henry Busch, Bernard's second [perhaps third] wife
Maria Anna Koer, as well as his brothers John and Heinrich, followed William to
America in late 1872 or early 1873. (Wilhelm's mother, Anna Flinkenfluegel, had died in
Germany in 1860, and Bernard then married M. A. Osterholt, before marrying Maria
Koer. There is an account that one of his wives was named Imping. Sorting this outis a
task for a future researcher.) ol

Ferdinand's mother, Barbara Heim, was born in 1854, probably in Wisconsin.
Her parents are described in a Heinrich Busch letter dated December 22, 1924, as "well-
to-do Bavarian farmer[s] named Heim." Little is known about the Heim’s, though they
likely lived in Grant County. B

According to a history written by Glenn Busch in 1981, William Busch was
apparently a well respected horticulturist, raising various fruits and herbs on his farm. It
has been suggested that he was at least a correspondent with the noted horticulturist '
Luther Burbank, and may have had a hand in the development of the Delicious Apple. It
is said he also knew a man named McCormick, with the inference that this was the man
whose name became synominous with many pieces of farm machinery.

From Glenn's history: "William had a small farm, about seven acres [this appears
to be in error. The plat map of 1895 shows his property as being 161 acres, and the 1913
map 121 acres, and the disparity in the numbers-may be accounted for by his having
- deeded a large portion of his farm to some member of his family, while retaining only the
farmstead. This is a topic for further research.] and was more a horticulturist than a
farmer. He planted many kinds of food producing plants and wrote papers and pamphlets
detailing the characteristics of their growth...He wrote back to Germany describing life in
"the new world" ...Children looked forward to visiting their Uncle William, especially in
the summer time, because they enjoyed eating the fruit he grew. William was the first of
his family to immigrate. He had been drafted, but was sick when it was time to report so
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it was delayed. He would have been subject to the military draft for the next two years so
plans were made to come to the United States. He arrived in Baltimore, Maryland, on 23
April 1872." [Heinrich Busches letters in Appendix C speak in rather passionate tones
about some aspects of the conflicts which took place in Germany in the area in which the
Busches lived.] . :

In his youth, Ferdinand spent a year as an apprentice blacksmith; and had
considerable talent with "smithing". During his adult years he received at least two
United States patents, one for a sickle sharpening device to sharpen the cutting edge of
field mowers [see Appendix B], and the second for a device to separate wild oats from
the other grain. Possibly, problems with securing capital and other expertise needed to
develop and market the products led to no source of revenue for the family from the
"great ideas".

Ferdinand was also a talented country musician. This seems to have been a family
trait. It appears that Ferd's father, uncles and grandfather were also very active in music,
and had been active in Germany as well. During his farm years he was a fiddler with a
small band which played at country dances. Rosa, his wife, was also musically inclined.
Several of his daughters participated in his music activities for some years. His daughter,
Florence, recalls that "one memorable thing about our childhood was Dad and his violin.
We also had a big upright piano in our living room and Lucina or Mary would chord with
him. We had "Red Wing" and "Red River Valley" as a steady diet and I for one never
tired of it. He played after supper and we would all sing with him much to mother's
dismay because she would end up with all the dishes. Don't get me wrong. She loved to
sing, too. In fact, she was a regular in the church choir. She had a very good soprano
voice - what's more she sang from her heart. We had an active Farmer's Union group and
Dad would play for the dance afterwards. I'm not sure who played with him. It was at the
Yoeman’s Hall in Grand Rapids but some house parties were included too. Mother
thought he was putting too much time into it. The whole family was involved at that
time. The babies would be put to sleep in the kitchen in a bundle of blankets. Then the
Polka's, waltz's and two-steps would swing. Johnny Robertson would call the square
dances:and just listening to him was a treat even if one didn't dance."

Rosa Berning was the daughter of a farm family who lived within a few miles of
the family of Wilhelm Busch, near Sinsinawa Mound in extreme southwest Wisconsin.

She was born January 28, 1884, the seventh of eleven children, all but two being girls.

One Berning child died six years before Rosa was born.

Rosa's parents were George Berning and Christine Vosberg. George Berning
was born in 1843 in Hanover, Germany. His mother, Margaret Heitkamp, apparently
was a widow ‘with four boys and a girl, and came to America with money provided by a

‘sister, already here. A story is that Margaret lost her husband to war and was determined

that that fate not befall her children. Another story is that her daughter, Caroline, died
and was buried at sea. As she became senile, Margaret (Peg’s) grandson August Berning

- once told his daughter Rufina, she would sit in her rocking chair and relive the experience

of crossing the ocean, and that one of the children died and was buried at sea.

It is said that the Berning’s entered the United States through the port of New
Orleans though that is unverified. Another story says that the new immigrants came
through New York via the ship Charlotte out of Bremen, Germany, arriving in New York, -
June 4, 1866. Still another story says that they arrived in the U.S. at about the time the
Civil War was beginning (1861-65) and some sons went to Canada to avoid the service.
Of course, these are diverse threads, but at this writing, the miscellaneous threads of the




family story are beginning to come together and to even make sense, but there are still
many unanswered questions.

Two brothers of George apparently lived in the same general area of Wisconsin as
George. They were Herman and Henry. The other brother, J ohn, is as of this writing not
certainly accounted for, though he may have lived in the area as well. There is an
intriguing collection of Berning’s, and a Hazel Green Ave, in Mt. Angel OR, which
provides a possible lead for a future researcher.

George Berning’s burial card indicated he was born in Salzburg, Germany, which
is a puzzle. Hanover was both a city and a region (state) in the Germany which existed at
the time of their migration to the U.S. so it is possible the Berning’s lived in some town
in the region of Hanover, rather than in the city of Hanover. .

It is said that Rosa's mother, Christine Vosberg, was also born in Hanover,
Germany, in 1849. Her parents Dietrich and Margaret Vosberg. were apparently
among the earliest settlers in the Dubuque IA area, or so goes the story, left for a future
researcher to investigate! Grant Co W1 land records show a Vossberg landowner in 1858
(Appendix C). ’

Rosa completed most of the elementary school years and went to Catholic school -
at Sinsinawa. She was later a passionate advocate for her children getting as much
education as possible. She was equally passionate about her faith. Florence Wieland: "I
have often thought of mother and her attitude towards the second Vatican Council. Some
older people quit going to church because of the changes but she seemed to have the
understanding that church regulations are only a means to help us show our love for each
other and God's love for us. We always had holy pictures around. One I'held in awe was
of thepeople in purgatory begging for our prayers. We always said the rosary and lighted
a candle during severe storms. Young as I was I often wondered if we would end up with
a fire in case of a tornado - oh ye of little faith! The family rosary was a must. When she
was suffering during her last days that was one prayer that would give her peace of mind.
Still, one time when I was married and they had a bad storm at my parental home, Esther
called'to say the roof had blown off the barn [1949] and when she said mother had quit
saying the rosary to wipe up the water in the house [ knew things must have been bad! In
spite of mother's large family she spent many years teaching the Baltimore catechism.
Later on Mary and I took over. Father Bannon was the only priest I remember during my
childhood as he was our pastor for 12 years. There was always room for him at our
family table."

Rosa and Ferdinand Busch were married on February 28, 1905, at the Catholic
Church near Sinsinawa Mound, Wisconsin. The Busch's did not buy their farm initially. -
That purchase was made by Fred's father, William. It is known that Fred Busch had been
to the area of the farm sometime before December 4, 1904, probably to investigate the

property. As identified by the 1905-06 letters in a preceding chapter — an important

historical section in this history - Fred and his brother, and a little later, Rosa and her
sister, came to develop the farm. They planted and harvested the first year. In 1914 the
title to the land was conveyed from William Busch to Ferdinand..

The Busch's were not alone in coming to North Dakota. Ferdinand's brother

. Leonard farmed for a time near Dickey. Rosa's sister Lena and husband Art Parker

became the first caretakers of the Grand Rapids Memorial Park, and lived in the area till
the late 1920s. It is unknown when and where they married, but Lena was in North
Dakota shortly after Rose and Fred. Cecilia Busch married Eldo Chinberg and they had a
pool hall in a neighboring town before going back to Dubuque. And of course their
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respective brother and sister, August Berning and Mary Christine Busch, married and
taised a family at the farm one mile to the east, moving back and forth to Dubuque more

_ than once in the middle 1900's. :

The early‘yéars are described as being very tough, hard-scrabble kind of pioneer
days. More than once, it is said, had the family been able to afford it they would have
gone back to Wisconsin. ‘

In fact, Leéonard Busch, Ferd's brother, had tried farming for a while near Dickey,
North Dakota and gone home after several years of serious problems with hail.
(Apparently hail would most likely hit the same areas year after year, and if you were
unlucky enough to have such land your crops were- constantly in jeopardy.) August
Berning and his wife Christina Busch_their respective brother and sister, who lived at the
next farm at least twice went back to Dubuque Iowa for extended periods. It was easier to
make a good living in Dubuque, the Berning’s reasoned, though during the depression
you could at least raise your own food on the farm. But Busch's stuck it out on the
prairie.

The 1976 history of Berlin, N.D. describes, albeit describing the earliest events
somewhat inaccurately, the Busch family as follows: "Ferdinand W. Busch, sonof
William and Christine Busch, was born at Cuba City W1, December 4, 1880; there he
received his education and grew to manhood. He married Rose Berning February 28,
1905-at Sinsinawa WIL. Mr. Busch, Fred as everyone knew him, came to North Dakota
with his brother Leonard, and a carpenter named John Durfrichter. They came in an ,
immigrant car with some cows, 4 horses and few pieces of simple farm machinery. They
arrived in Edgeley on March 21, 1905; from there they traveled to the half section '

‘northeast of Berlin that Fred had bought. They built a house and broke up 80 acres of
-virgin-sod that first summer. Mirs. Busch joined her husband there 6 weeks later. The

Buschs made their home there 62 years. Their family of 9 children were born and raised
there:Fred was active in community affairs, served on the township and school boards.
Mrs. Busch directed the choir and played the.organ in the church at Berlin for many years.
She naturally assumed the duties of the care and upkeep of the altar linens. The Buschs
celebrated their 62 wedding anniversary on March 5, 1967. It was shortly after this Fred
passed away, March 17, after having suffered a coronary heart attack. Mrs. Busch
continued to live on the farm with their son Vincent, who took over the management of
the farm; and a daughter Edith. Mrs. Busch, having been in failing health, went to the
Colonial Manor in LaMoure, was there until her death August 3, 1972."

Differing with the Berlin History account, the aforementioned 1905 letters suggest
strongly that Rosa was at the new farm by very early April, 1905, the carpenters name
was Terfruchte, and most likely Rosa’s sister Helena came out with her. The letters also

- suggest that the house and barn may have been ready for occupancy by the time the ladies

arrived, suggesting that a crew had helped build them. But otherwise the description in

the booklet seems reasonably accurate.

The growing up years of the Busch children are described in detail on following
pages.

To Fred and Rosa were born nine children:

Lucina was born January 3, 1907. During her high school years she attended St.
Johns Academy, a Catholic girls high school, in Jamestown, North Dakota. (It was an
objective of Buschs to send their children to Catholic Schools if possible. The impact of
the depression ultimately made this impossible.) On graduation, Lucina became licensed
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as a-teacher and began a career of teaching elementary school which spanned many years.
She was a very helpful person to the family. In times of trouble in the 1930's she helped
pay the taxes on the farm so it would not be lost. She helped her sister Florence go to the
College of St. Benedict for one year. Lucina married Berlin high school teacher Duane
Pinkney August, 1939, and they had two sons, Ron and Jim.

Esther was born July 27, 1909. Like Lucina, Esther attended four years of high
school at St. Johns Academy. She graduated from high school at 16, and as soon as she
could she became licensed as a teacher and began a career of teaching elementary country
schools in the late 1920s. (One of her early schools is now a museum at Grand Rapids
Memorial Park). It was during her summer school years at Valley City Normal that she
met her future husband Henry Bernard. Of all the Busch children, she appears to have
been among the most headstrong and determined. She wanted to be a salesperson for
Mason ShOes; she wanted to be out on her own. She married Henry Bernard at Berlin
August 9, 1937. Henry and Esther had five children.

: Verena was the third child, born March 21 1912. Verena died of peritonitis
(burst appendix) in May, 1927. She is buried in the Berlin cemetery Esther, Mary and
Florence talk more about Verena in their articles.

Mary was born September 26, 1913. She had been slated for St. John’s
Academy, but the Depression dashed those plans. She also became a career teacher and
married a farmer Allan Brehmer, from Wales ND. They had seven children.

George was the first boy, and doubtless this was an important event for a farm
family whose culture traditionally relied on boys for field work. His contemporary
accounts of life on the farm in 1942 appear in this volume, plus many additional letters
from the farm family. George was born January 11, 1916. He went to college at age 22,
got a teaching degree, became an officer on board the Woodworth in the Navy during
WWIL, and later had a long teaching career in high school science. He married Jean
Tannahill in J une, 1944. (She formerly had been Henry Bernard's student at Allandale in
1928 and followmg years.) George’s first teaching experience was with Henry Bernard at
Sykeston, 1945-47. Jean started the 1945-46 school year for him until he was released
from Navy duty. In the late 40s and 50s he taught in Rugby ND, and moved to Babbitt
MN in 1959, where he taught untll his death June 23, 1979. He ‘and Jean had six
children.

Florence was the sixth child, and fifth girl, born to Fred and Rosa. She was born
November 3, 1918. Florence also went to Valley City and became a teacher for a time.
With Lucmas financial help she spent one year at the College of St. Benedict, St. Joseph
MN. She married Bernard Wieland in April, 1942, and they subsequently adopted two
children. They farmed for many years near Dazey ND, near the farm where Bernard grew

up.

Edith was born July 20, 1920, and received her high school education in Berlin.
She did not go on to college, and never- married, and continues to live on the home farm.
For all of us, Edith and her brother Vincent along with Grandma and Grandpa were
always present at the farm when we came to visit. We have lots of good memories of
both Vince and Edith at home on the farm.

Vincent was born January 6, 1925. Vince's memories appear at various places in
this volume. He and Edith remain at the farm, and after high school he did not continue
on to college. After high school graduation in 1943, Vince was drafted, but never called
up. Like Edith, Vince never married and lives on the home farm.
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Arthur was born October 16, 1927 and was the youngest and last child. .His
memories appear in several places in this volume. He completed high school at the end
of WWII, was drafted and then spent 16 months in the ski troopers in the US Army, then
completed a degree in electrical engineering at the University of North Dakota after
spending the first two years at Wahpeton School of Science. He spent a career as a sales
engineer with General Electric, primarily in the Chicago area. He married his first wife,
Eileen, in January, 1955, and they had seven children.
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THE "‘DOUBLE‘:COUSINS"" THE—AUG‘UST BERNING F AMILY '

Lrvrng at the next farm, about a mile to. the southeast of Fred Busch's, was a -

family -.the August Bernings - we all knew as close neighbors. At the same time, the

Busch grandkids did not attach a lot of sighificance to the Berning family since by the
timé they were old enough to care, the Berning place had been vacated. Mrs. Berning,
Grandma Christina, had passed away by early in 1950, Mr. Berning basically left the-
farm after her death and the farm was sold and the building removed by the mrd 1950s.

" The famlly lived in North Dakota from about 1907-20, and agarn lrved in North

‘Dakota beginning in 1933. It appears from the recollections of the Berning children, that

Dubuque was probably more commonly thought of as "home for many of the famrly

Nonetheless the famlly next door to Busches were 1ndeed very- closely related
August Berning was the brother of Rosa Busch, Christina Bermng was the sister of

'Ferdtnand Busch

August Bernmg was born November 12, 1879 and was Rosa's older brother

N Christina Busch was born March 26, 1887, and was Ferdinand's younger sister. They ,
. married on November 13,1906, at Kreler W1, about a year and a half after Busch's had
'marrred : : .

Christina was an accomplished amateur writer and poet, and sometime rrght '

- before April 13,1941, she wrote the followrng wonderful piece of prose/poetry about the
August Bernmg fam1ly history:

- "We were married on the l3th of November 1906. Bought a farm in North -
Dakota in Section 13. Lived on Section 13 for 13 years, then moved to lowa, found we

“were living in the 13th precinct. While living in the 13th precinct we celebrated our 25th
- wedding anniversary on Friday the 13th, Gaveé birth to a 13th child who was born on

Fridayithe 13th. On the 13th of June, after living in the 13th precinct for 13 years, we.

. moved:back to section 13, over nghway 13, and our 13th baby will be 13 years on the

13th of April in 1941." At the end of this wonderful piece is the notation: "This is the

: broﬂraphy of Mrs. August Berning."

: Some of Christina's other poetry, as. falthfully transcrlbed by her grandaughter ‘
Christine Moyer, is in thls book. _

Followmg are some descrrptrons of this famrly 'next door™:

From Vincent Busch, written December 1989 Vincents descrlptron basrcally
"melds" the two families 1nto one unit, 1n many ways and in many ways they were really j
one famrly . _ B ‘

"The Bernrng house was a basic ploneer home, two story with two bedrooms o

- upstairs, and two down. ‘A dirt basement held potatotes, as did ours. . It had an entry.

porch on the east side as wide as the house. It was heated by a warm morning or round -
stove with lignite coal. Coal was kept in the basement at Busch's - I'm not certain where -

- it was kept at Bernings. Bothrfamilies had dogs. Invariably our dogs Skip or Bingo, and

Pete, (Bernings dog), would get in a horrendous fight when brought together by, visits:
between family. It was some excitement for a kid trying to end the fight by throwing .
water on the dogs along with a lot of hollering. I don't think they make farm dogs like
that anymore! They really fought as to put an end to each other. - ~
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During the time Bernings lived in Dubuci_ue’ t,he:far'm was rented. I believe one

‘ :party was Shorty Seeferts.

_ ‘ Their trees were probabi}( planted at the same time as Dad had some planted -
where the cottonwood stand near where Bernings and Busch lands join east of the farm.
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers planted them by hand in 1936. A

~number of men were involved in the planting. I think Dad had ten acres planted.” -

I remember when the Berning family came back to North Dékota m 1933. Agnes

and Anita were, respectively, a year older and a year younger than me. Rufina came dand
- Ruby also. [August Jr. also came back, but went into the CCC, and then into the

military]. Ruby was Edith's age. Melvin was the youngest, and was Art's age. We all

“went to the grade school northwest of here a mile: [Ed: near the Schober farm] We

walked most of the time across the field. Tested ice in the spring to see if we could skate. - ) |

“on it. Going to high school we drove sometimes in Bernings Model T or Dad's Dodge.

We sometimes drove horse and buggy. In later years a bus hauled us in-every day. The -
roads.were ungraveled clay and were there ruts in them! The bus was a small van and we
were packed in there pretty tight. It sometimes cut across pastures to get around :
impassable roads. Robert Shockman was the owner/driver. It sure beat going ourselves.

" Two high school teachers were the most we ever had for all four years of high school. I -

think we learned.reading, writing and arithmetic quite well in grade school and did what:
we had to in high school to get a passing grade. Ruby and Rufina went on to be nurses.
Agnes‘a sister of St. Joseph in Edgeley. Anita taught school some, then nursing. Mel
went to Carroll College in Montana for a year after high school. Then he transferred to

* Montana State at Bozeman. Art went to the Army at 18 after being drafted. He spent,

time with the ski.treops at Leadville, CO, for an 18 month Army tour, then he continued

~ school.at Wahpeton School of Science and the University of North Dakota at Grand -

Forks, where he graduated as an electrical engineer.

#Uncle G’uS, as anj/ uncie of ours was called, had a very nice team of four horses
and did-an excellent job of farming, I thought. He had only 160 acres, most of which
were tillable. He had a large garden and some apple trees and plum, also. The two

" families'worked together for years threshing. Dad had an old Case tractor in the 30's, and

in the’40's a regular F-20 Farmall. Schober's sometimes joined in the threshing. it was no

small job to say the least. Combines are very appreciated by me. We elevated our grain ) a
with an old grain elevator off of a threshing machine that Dad had fixed up -with a gas '
engine.. Sometimes the grain was all shovelled by hand. ‘Don't remember the girls

helping much with thréshing but they worked along side their Dad shocking grain.

.Evcrybody worked, I guess, even hauling bundles." ‘ :

August and Christina's children were: Lo _ :
Irwin, first child, unsure of birthdate, died at six months of pneumonia.

, Irene, born December 7, 1908, married Carl Langkamp in 1928. Iren¢ was a |
homemaker; Carl was a machinist. They had five children. o

Lillian, born February 8, i910, married Walter McFadden in 1931,-who farmed = - -
near Dubuque. Lillian went to Dubuque’s Bayless Business College and became a
bookkeeper. Like her sister’s Cecilia, Rose and brother August, she likely wentto -

“business college as her parents could not afford Catholic High School tuition, and public

school was not believed to be a desirable option for them. Originally it was necessary to ‘ :
to keep their marriage a secret so as to not jeopardize her job.” They had ten children. -~ —
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Cecilia, born November 24, 1912, married Donald Thimmesch, who was one of
the first 50 state patrol officers in lowa. She also went to Business College and became a
bookkeeper. She was an outstanding marksman, winning a national championship in

1939. They had nine children.

Rose, born November 1, 1914, mérried George Molitor in 1941. They had two

children. George was killed in WWII in April, 1945, over Italy (he was a tail-gunner and

the plane he was in was shot down over enemy territory within a month of VE Day); Rose
married Ben Van Hoorn after her children were grown. Rose also went to Business
College in Dubuque and did secretarial work..

August, born October 26, 1916, married Betty Cisinski in 1946. He also went to
Bayless Business College in Dubuque. After working in the CCC; he went in the

_ Marines, and ended WW II as a Captain. His career was as a printer. Betty was a

homemaker. - They had six children.

Hyacinth, born November 16, 1918, married Robert Sweeney, and was a
homemaker. Robert was a farmer, and then a machinist. They had six children.

Ruby, born September 25, 1920, married Miles F itzgerald in 1946. Ruby had a
twin sister, Ruth, who died before she was one. Rose, in a letter November 5, 1989, said
"l imagine she died of a syndrome also called "crib death”. We were settled at the time at
Grandina and Grandpa Busch's house while Dad looked for a job and a house in Dubuque

for us to live in." Ruby took nurse’s training and married Miles, a school classmate,
several years after high school. She then was a homemaker. Miles was a blacksmith in

_ Berlin. For much of their married life they lived in the St. Paul area, where they had

purchased a small farm in 1956, and Miles worked as a- welder. Along the way they got
into the antique business. They had eight children. : -

< Rufine, born February 21, 1922, married Don Anciaux in 1946. Don worked for
years in a printers shop in lowa City. Rufine went to nurse’s training and ultimately
becami. an RN and-a School Nurse. Don was in the Army in WWIL They had four
children. : ' .

" Agnes, bornJanuary 18, 1924, attended St. John’s Academy and Jamestown, and

“became Sr Mary Catherine of the Sister Servants of Christ the King in Edgeley ND.

Ann (Anita), born October 20, 1925, taught country school for two years after
high school, then joined the Nursing Cadet program, and became a Registered Nurse. In
1952, she married Dale Cranfield, who was a chemist. They had four children..

Melvin, born April 13, 1928, married Leola Peters in 1952. After high school he
went into the service, then got an engineering degree, then served in Korea. Lee was a

nurse. They had five children.

The reader will readily note that 10 of the 13 Berning children were girls,
essentially "mirroring” the Busch family next door! The genes in both families strongly
favored girls! :

In December, 1989, Ann Cranfield wrote the following reminiscences about her -
family:

"Mom and Dad were married in 1906 and moved to North Dakota immediately. They -

~ lived on a farm right outside of Berlin until Dad got the house built on the home place.
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Because Aunt Rose and Uncle Ferd had moved there it made the move attractive to them
and they lived about a mile from Busch's farm. I remember Mom and Dad telling about a
big fire. The barn burned down and Dad's arms and hands got badly burned while trying
to get the livestock out. Also about all the neighbors gathering for a barn raising. They
lost their first child Irwin when he was six months old - died of pneumonia. Then in
December of 1908. Irene was born. Lillian, Cecilia, Rose and August were all born in
North Dakota. The rest of us were born either in Wisconsin or Dubuque. When Mom
and Dad moved to Jowa they rented the farm out and had various tenants throughout the
years. So the old place was waiting for them to come back to in 1933. I remember the
year of the move well because I was seven years old and it was the middle of the drought
and the depression. I don't remember much about Dubuque, but I remember the North
Dakota years from 1933-42 very well. One year the crop was destroyed by rust in the

clothesline and corn in a crib. You could look up in the sky and see a whole layer of
grasshoppers flying, the sun reflecting off of them. One year the drought was so bad that
the grain didn't get high enough to harvest so Dad carefully cut it with a mower, raked it
into windrows for it to dry so he could put it in the barn to use for food for the cows and
horses (mostly during those years there was no hay and hay and straw had to be bought
for the livestock) but it never made it into a barn or a stack. That night one of North
Dakota's well known winds hit and every stalk was blown away.

K- I left in 1945 to go to Rockford IL and Nurses training. I graduated in 1948 and came
R back in. 1949 because mother (Christina) was so sickly. Mother died March 22, 1950, and
N Dad stayed on the farm, more or less, until 1953 then he sold it to Glen Witt (Luella

L : Hoffman's husband) and he tore down or moved the buildings. Dad lived with Ruby in
i ~ Berlin for a couple of years and then he married Grace McGregor and they lived in
LaMoure until 1958. Then Grace got sick and her girls said that were closing up the
house so I took Dad with me to Rochelle IL. By that time his memory was so bad that he

» -. was not responsible so I arranged with Sister Mary Katherine (our sister Agnes) for him
to go into the Manor in Edgeley where she was a sister. Her order ran the nursing home.
Dad died there in 1961. I couldn't even go to the funeral because my four little ones had
o chicken pox and I had had surgery shortly before. I always felt terrible about that. My,
! how the memories come back - walking to school in the spring and fall, remember being -
' late one time and taking a flying leap over a tumbleweed and looking down on an ammal
with a broad white strip down its back. I got out of there fast' )

Our old dog, Pete, digging out gophers and our drowning them out and our saving the-
tails for a penny bounty (there was an infestation). How I loved to see the new little
animals - colts, calves, kittens and little pigs. I could go on and on. Of course all during
this time our two families were very close. Always loved our times at Uncle Ferds and
Aunt Roses with Uncle Ferd playing his fiddle, Mary or Lucina playing the piano, mostly
Mary because Lucina had finished school and was teaching then. Vince and Art on Sax
and clarinet and smgmg all the songs from the late 1800s to the 1940s. They played for
our barn dances also."

In November, 1989, Rose Van Hoorn wrote some memories of the families time in
Dubuque IA, where they spent much of their life:

"We lived in Dubuque, I believe the address was 1405 Lincoln Avenue. It was
three blocks from school - we went to Holy Trinity Catholic School. The house had three
bedrooms upstairs and bath; big kitchen, dining room and living room down and a full
basement too. There was a hillside garden, a back porch, a cement patio covered witha
thick grapevine. I remember the cistern. We had our washing machine in a built on shed
behind the house off the cement slab. Uncle Frank often brought us black walnuts. Dad
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splzead: them out on the shed roof to dry. Those dreadful hulls! We spent a lot of time out ,
there in summer - cool and shady - the grapes were Clintons, a small grape, fantastic
eating, and jelly out of this world. = : S : :

- ~-We had a swing out there - crackéd;huts and our fingers - black walnuts are tohgh-,

'bﬁt good! .

Dads garden was always beautiful. He had a grapevirie in back, too, the big

- concords and a white grape whose name I don't know.

Thc’rieﬁ;vas a rocky hill behind our hoﬁse - another house directly behind us on a
lane along the bottom of the hill. Gus and I would climb up there as soon as the wedther
got nice - we picked asparagus for as long as it lasted - Mom loved it. we climbed around

- on horrible rock and thought we were pretty daring. Scares me now to remember the

tight corners and tiny foot and hand holds - at least no one slipped off and gothurt.

© We weren't too far from Eagle Point Park. On one of our many fishing trips we

_climbed up from the Mississippi River and into the park and walked home that way. You = .
“couldn't pay me enough to try that again! Gus and I'did a lot of fishing - he wouldn't -~
allow any of the other kids to come. They got tired too fast. '

- Tloved Dubuque - Trene and Lill were married before the folks left for N.D. Hycie
stayedibehind. Mother said she needed me to come along and help her so ofcourse I . -

- went. T loved North Dakota too, have been happy everywhere I've been.

- The house in Dubuqué - I've walked downtown from home. Found my way to - -

~ Uncle Art's [Parker] house there, and Aunt Mary's [and Uncle Henry Busch] house. ‘You

could spot it, maybe a mile from the river: (I never thought of 1t in terms of miles) but
town was the opposite direction, west. B

* #You asked ébout school - I didn't ever atténd_ schooi in Dakota - Ann, Mel, Ruﬁ‘rie

=éndR17jby did, and Agnes of course. Thinking back, Cecilia was married while I was back

in Dubuque - I was a bridesmaid for her. Believe Lillian asked me to come and help her-

i} | with the kids while she had a baby."

“From another November 1989 letter: "Dad worked at the Brunswick factory in

- Dubuque. His job was a furniture refinisher for radio. cabinets and that may been the

reason they moved from North Dakota to Towa. Mother also wanted us.to be able to go to
a Catholic School, plus this, our home in North Dakota was two and a quarter miles from
school, winters were tough, so Dad had to take the kids to school on asled, across the
fields. - EER .

We went back to Dakota during the depression, 1933. Brunswick had cut'their -

staff and Dad was out of work. The city had part time work for family heads, but it

wasn't steady work and Dad was very depressed. Mother again decided we'd go back on
the farm, at least Dad would be busy and we could raise our own food. - .

The neighbors were kind and when Franklin D. Roosevelt said to dest'r(;_y calves,
lambs, etc., to bring prices up, they brought them and left them for Dad. We were never

really sure who brought them, but it was an early Christmas!" -

On January 18, 1990, Rose responded to-some questions raised after reading- the
above letters: A : -
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- seemed indisposed to pay the.rent."’

-trips to the Berning farm:

]

, "You asked, "who was Uncle Art?" He was married to Dad's sister Lena and his
name was Parker. He and Aunt Lena lived in North Dakota for awhile as caretaker at the
Park in Grand Rapids. I don't know much about that, too small to remember when they

" 'moved to Dubuque even [apparently about 1927], and Uncle Henry Busch and AuntMary

were Grandpa Busch's brother and his wife. They had a lovely big home on Grand

- Avenue in Dubuque - a tree lined street, lovely old trees. Uncle Henry delighted in _
- watching the squirrels as they checked out the nuts he supplied, weighing them carefully
_in their tiny paws, they tossed aside any that were empty. (he cracked those to see they
*_really were empty, and they were!) He had to be the first of the Busch boys te come to
* America. [Wilhelm Busch was apparently the first to arrive]. :

; Méthe,r' had to take atrip to North Dakota one year because the farm tenants

‘From Dor(')thyb Aschtgen, daughter of Ii‘en‘e, December 31, 1989: -

"[Irene] did talk about having to pick potato bugs and putting them in a pail of
kerosene and how she HATED that job. Also about walking across field to the Busch = -

house and how the snow covered the ferices in the winter. Also of Grandpa Berning -
“'taking them to school in the horse drawn sled." '

And another comment from Dorothy, October 7, 1989:

-"[ remember visiting the farm in Wisconsin and the summer cook-house and
WIDE front steps stand out in my mind. Always lots of people around too."

Alld'another...DeéelnbEr 4. 1989:

; "Regarding Berning's moving'between' Dubugue and LaMoure - after they were
first married, they left-Wisconsin and homesteaded next to Rose and Ferdie Busch. They

L left theé!farm because of needing money to feed their children. Grandpa Gus found work
.. irl Dubiuque, then during early depression years he was laid off and moved back to farm
" because they could at least grow their food." o ‘

o On April 23, 1991, Christine Moyer, daughter of Rose (Berning) Van Hoorn, and
a contemporary of the second generation of Busch-Bernings, wrote her-recollections of

"During our younger years, we would take the train from our home in Bozeman
MT and spend.our summer vacations on the farm with Grandma and Grandpa. Those
were fun days, for a couple of ‘city' kids. Grandpa Berning would take us fishing, usually

" in Grand Rapids. We had our bamboo poles with the red and white bobbers, and likely as -

not, we would take home a string of bullheads for supper. 1 remember my sister Georgia
hooking a snapping turtle one day, and almost taking a header into the river. Grandpa

took the pole, and it bent over double and broke before he pulled the turtle in. I was very

impressed!! I'm not sure what Grandpa's old car was, a Model "A" or "T", or what, but I
do recall that he felt the center of the road was where heshould drive, and he never gave
an inch to oncoming traffic. Once on the way home from town, the car over-heated, but

* Grandpa was undaunted. He spoke to it emphatically in German, and emptied our bottles

of "strawberry soda" into the radiator. It hissed and belched considerable, but we made it
home in'a cloud of fragrant pink steam. - \ -

‘Those days were always an adventure. For a city kid, even bringing the cows in to
be milked was a treat. When it was time to harvest the wheat, Grandpa would let'us sit
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behind the horses, on the grain wagon and think we had an important role in the whole
procedure. I remember it was hot and sticky, and between the flys, and the chaff down'
your neck, it was miserable, but my most vivid remembrance centers around the horses,
they had a severe ﬂatulence problem. Ithink we spent most of the day in a green,

noxious cloud, but we wouldn't have given up our "job" for anything. Grandpa always

“made us feel that we were a vital part of the entire operation, God love him. Looking

back, as an adult, I imagine we were a real nuisance, but he sure didn't let on. It's a shame
more people don't have that quality. There would probably be a lot fewer messed up kids,
if there were more Grandpas like him. I've always been a "hands on" admirer of the
animal kingdom, so I really loved being on the farm. The baby animals were such fun. I
picked up a baby pig once, and the mama took extreme offense at my audacity. She
chased me up onto the grain wagon, and proceeded to systematically-dismantle the wagon
out from under me. My uncle, Melvin, saved the day however. He finally convinced me
to drop the piglet, which did get Mama off my case. It was fun when Mel was on the
farm, he used to hide from us down in the basement and when we'd go to track him down,
he'd pop out of the dark with a flashlight in his mouth and scare the dickens out of us.

We loved it.

It was always a treat to go over to Aunt Rose and Uncle Ferdies, for the day. I
remember once, Vincent ran over a goose coming back from church on Sunday. We all
had that goose for supper and I gloated thru the entire meal. I was scared to death of
those damnable geese. They always hung out in the shade of the lilac-bushes, and every
trip to-the out house was a real contest of wills. They'd hiss and bite and I'd holler and
kick. There were a few times I didn't make the little house in time, for having to run the
"gauntlet of the geese". I remember Vince and Edith, of course, and I remember Art,
bless his heart. I bonked him on the nose with a spoon the last time I saw him. AslI
recall, we were leaving for home, or he was going somewhere. and I'd been instructed to
give Uncle Art a hug. Being the rotten child that I was, however, my parting gesture was
a little.more physical than what had -been called for. I wonder if he remembers that, |
couldn't have been very old, maybe four at the time. The only cousins I recall meeting

- from the Busch side of the family were the two Pinkney boys. They were there visiting

once '-W’hile we were there. Don't remember much about them, so I must have been fairly
young. ‘Do recall that they initiated a cow chip fight, and my sister Georgia and I were
definetely outclassed. They both had a better arm for chip slinging than we d1d Asl

‘recall, we all got in trouble over that little eplsode

I don't really have as many memories of Grandma, as I do of Grandpa ‘From early
on, as [ recall, she was somewhat incapacitated, because she never participated in any of
our outings. We kind of gave her a wide berth, because she would pinch our cheeks to
make them rosy. It was an uncomfortable o;’deal, so we avoided it. I do remember, once
when I was ill, I'd come down with an inexplicable ailment of some sort. Had run a
"hand blistering" temp for days, and mother was quite concerned, since there wasn't a
doctor for miles. I remember waking up fit and sound, but somewhat puzzled, because
my socks were full of glassy, semi-cooked onions. It seems Grandma had told Mother to
put a thick slice of raw onion against the bottoms of my feet to break the fever. Whether
it was the onions, or coincidence, I'll never know, but the fever broke within a couple of
hours and I was up and raring to go, no worse the wear for my ordeal. There were several
occasions, when my own kids were small, that [ resorted to the "onions in the socks" cure,
and it always seemed to work. When I asked the doctor about it, he just laughed and said
it was the most absurd thing he'd ever heard of. Absurd or not, I'd use it again, if the
situation were to arise. He laughed also when I told him that a grated red Delicious apple
would stop diarrhea, but that's one home remedy that I'll swear by. '
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I can remember once, on the farm, we had come home from town and grandma
said that a mess of thieves had been there and stolen all the valuables. We found
silverwear under the mattresses, in the trestle table, and all sorts of strange places. I guess
she got a bit "eccentric" before she died. : i

After Grandma died and Grandpa sold the farm [early 1950's] we only went back
once, that was after Grandpa had moved to LaMoure and married Grace. Due to ill health
and other circumstances, that didn't last too long.- Once he left LaMoure he came and
lived with us.for awhile, and then he lived with Ann for a time. He suffered several small
strokes during that period, and became somewhat incapacitated. At this point, he went to
the nursing home that was run by the order that Sister Mary Catherine [aunt] belonged to.
That way Sister could keep watch over him, and make sure he was well cared for. He
died while he was there, at the home in Edgeley. He really was a dear Sweet man. Aunt -
Rose was also sweet dispositioned, and very warm and demonstrative. Grandma seemed
a bit more reserved somehow, or at least that's how I perceived her to be back then, but I
was really quite young. Think I was only 5 when she died. That's probably why I was so
moved by her poetry. 1 felt [ knew her better with every line I transcribed. It was a
strange feeling, really, one that would be hard to describe. In any case, it was an

enlightening and heartwarming experience." ‘

SERSTFEANG LY
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et | Co_mpiled by :
INTRODUCTION Christine Moyer, 1990

The following prose and poetrg; was written by my Grandmother,
Christina M. Berning (Busch). They were taken from copies of her hand
written notebook, which were so kindly provided by my Aunt, Ruby
Fitzgerald (Berning). | can never thank her enough, for sharing this
treasure with us. In transcribing the following pages, | feel | have
come to know this lady, who was, previously, a ghost of my childhood
memory. Since Grandmother died when | was only siv, my memories
of her were somewhat sketchy. Reading these lines, has given me
the opportunity to know her as an adult, and has given me a new
perspective. A priceless oportunity, to share in the things that shaped
the character of this lady, who's blood we share, in a common bond.

| cannot describe the flood of emotions that this effort has evoked,
the smiles, the tears, and the myriad feelings in between, a bitter
sweet potpourri of feelings, memories and dreams, there, between
the lines that she wrote. It's been a true labor of love, and | hope
that herwords will touch all of your lives, as much as they have mine.
| was compelied to pull out box after box of old photos, with a need to
reacquaint myself with the people and places, times and faces, that
are a part of my life.

THE BETTER LUAY

-1 sit and think of the better day---
Yes, it is true, very true indeed.
- People worked in much better ways,
. And helped their neighbor in his need.

They didn't think, how much will he pay
And ask too much, yes, yes indeed.
No, in the better day,

There wasn't such a terrible greed.

Thanks, my friend, the neighbor would say,
How much you helped, and what fun.
Oh, I'll need your help too some day,
find soon our work twill all be done.

You don't find them any more that way,
They think, not of what they've done,
But, how much will he pay. »
~Now, isn't the Bett\er;l_ll%g mote fun.
. “sg ;



Biography of Christina M. Berning (Busch)

We were married on the 13th of November, 1900. Bought a farm in
North Dakota in Section 13. Lived on Section 13 for 13 years, then
moved to lowa, {and) found we were living in the 13th precinct. While
living in the 13th precinct we celebrated our 25th wedding
anniversary on Friday the 13th. Gave birth to a 13th child, who was
born on Friday the 13th. On the 13th of June, after living in the 13th
precinct 13 years, we moved back to section 13, over Highway 13, and
our 13th baby will be 13 years on the 13 of April in 1941,

This is the Biography of Mrs. August Berning.

TRANSPLANTING THE FAMILY BUSCH

Mr. Wm.:Busch of Westfalen, Germany, his brothers, John and Henry,
also his-Father, Bernard, who had a twin brother with him till they
arrived in Philadelphia, in some manner were parted at that city and
never more seen or heard from. Mr. Wm. Busch was 94 years at his
death in the year 1942, which would make it about 1848 at the time of
birth; or 1871 when they left Germany. Wm. Busch had four sons,
Ferdinand, Leonard, Wm. and Frank, and three daughters, Christina,
Cecilia, and Hyacinth, all of which are living, excepting Cecilia.

{This undated accounting, was hand written by Christina Busch.}
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MAKE YOUR MOTHER HAPPY

Thru her cabin door, I can see her,
As she rocks there, to and fro.
-Of her dear ones she is thinking,
That have left her long ago.

5o write to your dear old Mother,
For she is thinking most of you.
Tell her how you still do iove her,
For she has been both kind and true.

| In a cabin on the mountain,

| Sits a man, head bowed in shame.

3 ' ‘ ~ He.had forgotten to write to Mother,
‘ ' Who had given him his name.

So he writes to his darling Mother,
Who has been so loving and true.
He telis her how he loves her,
And ‘has made her happy too.

MEMORIES

- It seems long ago, when so soft and warm,
The tiny babes nestied in my arm.

~ Many years have gone, and how they grew,
) Young men now, and women too,

But still in memories, | seem to see
Them small again, depending on me.
Their little hands cuddled into mine.
Their eyes with love, for me ashine.

But now my steps have weary grown,
I'm feeble, old and gray, |
I cough, | grumble and | moan
As | trod the dreary way.

AIl 1 ask is, patient with me be.
For the time is drawing near,
When | no longer here will be,

And then I'll need no Cheer.
| s8]




JACK FROST

Jack Frost has left his finger prints
On vegetable, fiowers, and trees.
He has sent the leaves a fluttering down,
And fans us with his icy breeze.

The snow he has piled
High in the lane.
Flowers he has painted
On our window pane.

~ Barrels are filled with apples red.
Fruit jars were filled with love and care.
Coals bins too, in cellar or shed,
And cosy we rest in our easy chair.

L INTER HAS COME

Jack Frost has left his finger prints
-Upon vegetable, flowers, and trees,
He has sent the leaves a fluttering down.
5‘whew, what an icy breeze dos't meet us at the dawn.

The snow is piled high along fence and lane.
Apple barrels are filled with apples red,
And flowers are on our window pane.
Coal in the bin, sheep in the shed.

The jars in the cellar were filled with care,
Now we rest our weary bones in our easy chair.
Thinking and planning for Holidays a coming one by one.
- fis we hearthe corn-a popping, oh-what fun.

Thanksgiving with its turkey and pumpkin pie,.
While children dance up and down, Christmas just comes flying by.
Oh Lent has come with its penance and fast.
Then Easter brings joy and Spring, at last.



HOPE

Strong winds are fiercly blowing

Winter days are cold and drear

Tis nice to sit by fireside glowing
find feel that spring soon will be here

Cheer up, cheer up, my dear friend
fAind prepare ye for the spring
Winter so cold, soon will end,

And the birds again will sweetly sing

We will all hope and pray
For sureily then we shall see
The dawning of a new day
find nineteen thirtynine's prosperity

Then if we work, with might and main,
find carefully put our seed in
God will give us plenty of rain
To fill up our old grain bin

THE MASTER

One morning the bushes were snowy white
And glistened like a beautiful gem
If painted, by some great artist bright,
He never could do justice to them

But out comes dear old Mr. Sun
fAind says, old Man Winter, your werk is done
He takes away that beautiful sheen,
And paints them all a wonderful green

Against this wonderful green background,
There is many a blossom to be found
In purple and red, blue and gold,
-This great Artist of nature, doe'st beauty unfold

—_—
d
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GRANDPA AND HIS FIDDLE

In the same old chair, with his bow on his knee
Grandpa and his fiddle, | still can see,
He strikes a note as he turns a key
find there beside him were both you and me.

Our feet no longer still could stand,
e turn around and join our hands.
hile a pretty waitz he now does't play
fis we keep in step, so happy and gay.

With a smile on his face, he does't thus dream
0f youth and friends, so it does seem.
| loved to see him just that way,
And silently watch, while a tune he'd play.

Or in the orchard out under a tree
With a basket of apples close to his knee.
With his pocket knife, he'd sit and peel
While close beside him, we would kneel

With a darning needle, and along cord
We string his apples without a word.
He would place each string upon the line

- And cover them with a cloth so fine,

The sun upon them, lovely and bright

Would dry them 0, so juicy and white.

And then again, when they were dry,
Within a bag, them he would tye.




THE OLD HOME

There was a small yellow house, built into the hill.
At the end of which, a huge lilac stood.
The porch was moss covered, old grey shingles of wood,
The perfume of the lilac, mingles there still.

At one end of this porch, a great rock wall
Around the ell shaped porch, a mince plum tall.
~ Ht'was bent and crooked, by an old fashioned cistern lid.
Much fruit | ate from it then, as a small kid.

On the south, 3 bull pine,
thru it's branches there crept,
fi vine of sweet, juicy green grapes
Ihich ripened while we slept.

Now my father did change, all by a large 9 room house.
Surounded it with pine from the east to the south,
lirginia spruce, alpine cedar, and spruce so blue,
Like sentinels stand, all kinds of weather thru.

From crab apple seed, he built up a ten acre plot.
It contained fruit trees grafted by my fathers hand.
After years of labor, they still do stand,

And pienty of fruit, the neighbors have got.

He sure tended all with care,

Father, as he planted them there.

Now my Father, even so hard he does work,
At the age of ninety two, still at nothing does shirk.
With out glasses, he still does read,
find he writes with an even hand, indeed.
Straight as a soldier, and with a soldier's stride,
He views his work, o'er acres wide.
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RED LIGHTS

Red lights, Red lights,
All up and down the hall.
Red lights, Red lights,
Over the door upon the wall.

Nurses, Nurses,
How they do flit by,

Just like so many butterflys,
High against the sunlit sky.
iith uniforms of white and biue,
hite cap, white cuff,

And white collar too,

_ Red lights, Red lights,
All up and down the hall.
Red lights, Red lights,
Over the door upon the wall.

You have a red light?
iWhat can | do for you?
No bother, not at all,
| just was passing thru.

A tinkling glass of water,
Or an ice bag in her hand.
Maybe some very hot water,
To warm an aged man.

Red lights, Red lights,
All up and down the hall.
Red lights, Red lights,
Over the door upon the wall.
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-{Lind farm house in Greenville

Hard Gale Thursday Wrecks 60 Barns,
Damages Other Buildings; Total Loss

May Prove $100,000

in LaMoure County

A terrific gale, roaring to about
50 miles an hour or more in some
places, at shortly after midnight
of last week, blew down or wreck-
ed some 60 barns in LaMoure
county, wrecked the Elmer C.

township near Verona, wrecked
or partially wrecked other farm
buildings, uprooted or broke ov-
er many trees, causing damage
which may reach $100,000 in La-
Moure county alone. :

The storm was characterized by )

Boxcar Blown 16 Miles

A freak of the storm came,
when a lone boxcar on a siding
at Glover was blown onto the
main NP track, then thru Glover
village, next onto the Northwest-
ern track at Oakes, thru Oakes,
finally stopping about 1 mile north
of Ludden, when it came to an
uphill section of track. No dam-
age was done. The boxcar was
biown about 16 miles.

the\ headquarters. office at La-
iMoure of the North Dakota Par-
mers Mutual Tornado & Cyclone
Co. as a “hard, straight wind, witl
violent gusts”.

Heavy Dickey County Loss

After roaring across LaMowre
county, the storm, seemingly im
two general paths, tore across
Dickey county, inflicting much
damage there, especially in the
Monango area, where both farm
‘houses and barns and other build-
ings and trees were either de-
molished, wrecked or badly dam~
aged. :

The storm apparently arose
north of Edgeley in one path,
and north of Grand Rapids im
another path, doing much dam-
age over both paths.

Mem. Park Trees Hard Hit

Many fine, noble trees in bis-

toric Soldiers Memorial Park near
Grand Rapids, were uprooted,
broken off, or'bent and snapped
over or off. Estimates of the trees
badly damaged in the park alone
range from 100 up.

- Other trees along the Jamesp
river in the general Grand Rap-

ids area suffered.

Some of the park trees brokem

da foot in diameter, while scores
Jof sturdy, heavy branches were
ibroken or twisted off from the
main trunk.

The park auditorium was net
|damaged, its rounded roof and

The-storm appeared to be mark-
ed by what might be .termed

. “whirlpools” of wind, judged from

erratic courses taken by flying de-

bris. -
Lind House Badly Wrecked
In the immediate general La-

Moure area, the only outstanding
case of damage to a farm dwel- -
ling was on the Elmer C. Lind,

farm 4 miles north and 3 miles

west of Verona.
‘Here the wind tore the roof

.|completely off from the 11 story
|dwelling and down to the up-

stairs floor, depositing the shat-
tered roof several rods to the east
and southeast. It blew the east
end of the dwelling loose, leaving
a gaping crack, while the west

‘iside of the house was damaged

by flying timbers or debris.
Other damage on the Lind farm
included:

over ot uprooted were more than .-

sirees north of it evidently operat. -
1ing to break some of the force or -
|ward off full force of the wind.
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One barn 32x48 with 18-ff. lean~
to totally wrecked, with timbers
scattered; angther barn 26x68
caved in; 2 garages badly wreck-

and two steel grain bins b
damaged; steel-tower windmi
and a windcharger blown
boxcar granary moved about
feet; trees dameaged,

Phone Service Disrupted

The stormy blew down 6 poles
of the NW Bell Telephone Ca.

day, however.
Damage in LaMoure City
Damage in LaMoure city in-
cluded pushing 65-ft. light poles

pome park fence, slight damags
to sheds and out-buildings, and
considerable, damage 1o treesq
around town. Some irees were
broken over and many
branches were snapped of o
broken over, with tree branches
and twigs littering lawns. and
streets.

Rain falling at LaMoure accom.-
panying the storm was :
at .74 inch by Andrew Rem~
ick, official U. S, weather obserp-
er at LaMoure,- : .

Rail Washout Near Litchville

Rain of about 5.65 inches s

ville. by the deluge.. - . -
Firms

headquarters here, received some
250 loss claims from the general

‘|storm area in LaMoure and Die-

key counties, {about $60,000 of its
own in LaMoure county); and the
First State Agency of LaMeurs
reported receiving about 80 Joss
claims, including some 24 ervp lox
claims. :

Some damaged farms had Kt{M’
or no insurance,

Smaller loss claims range frost
$25 to $200 and $300—while big
losses running into several thoms~
and dollars resud from destrue-
tion of barns and other farm bullg-

ings. . .
Several crop losses from ‘hafl
and wind effects were reported

fice.

(Continued on Page %)

ed; 2 wooden granaries wrecked,

main toll line south of the Vero- -
na-Oakes junction, disrubting 1X .°
“{talking circuits, one radio circuit
and one telegraph circuit. Rapairs °
.| were made about 5 p. m. Thurs- -

at the night baseball park inte
leaning positions,. blowing down -

HARD GALE THURS,
“WRECKS 60 BARNS

| (Continued from page one).

Some Detailed Damages r
- In a survey by The Chronicle
from sources available, the fol-
lowing losses on various farms of
owners or tenants come to light:

Albert Smith — Barn blown
down. :

Leo Riddle—Barn down.

Paul Smith Farm—barn down.

Ole Hanson—Coal shed and
chicken house down. -

Finch farm—hog-house wreck-
ed and house porch damaged; se-
veral trees blown down.

George Fenno—Barn partially
wrecked,

John  Hildahl—Barn down.
Quick work saved two cows and
five calves from endangered build-
ing. Another cow not in saved
bunch was hit by debris and re-! -
ceived a leg fracture, necessita-!
tating butchering it to salvage the
meat. o

E. W. Busche — Barn' badly
wrecked, roof taken off.

Garfield Andersén—Barn and
machine ghed blown down; gran-
aries and garage’ damaged. :

down—on Sig C. Sand-!
ness, Fred Larson, Ole Torger-! .
son, Charles Kocher, and Delmer
Gordon farms. ' o

- jhe Litchville area tore out a cul-:
‘{vert .and left a 12-ft. gap in the
‘lroadbed ~of' the
‘{branch of the NP rajlroad abous.
‘| % mile east of Litchville. Mauny

‘1flelds were flooded near Litche

Fargo-Marjogs

R 1

eport . :
“Tie N; D. Tarnado Co. with"

Some hail losses are reported

|damage in GR community.
to the LaMoure county AAA of- .

Foster Gordon—Machine shed
‘down, barn twisted. ‘ !
Barn blown down on old Tom
Torgerson farm — tenanted by'
Gerhardt Busche. '

Barns down on old John Wil-

_ son farm, Elias Olson, and Brat-

land farms.

Lee H. Stewart—Shed blown
down, i

D. Randall—Barn down. -

F. A. Ferch—Garage demolish-
ed, car and truck in garage dam-
aged. :

Nick Quinlan—Barn down.

Peter Ketterling—two-year-old
-barn demolished. ;
i R. A. Holen—Barn blown down
and other damage. .

Ed Ketterling—Barn down.

Furley Carrington—Two barns
badly wrecked. o '

Ed Ubben (Dickéy county)—
Hoghouse demolished and mach-
ine shed wrecked.

. Carl Larson (Dickey county)—
barn. wrecked.

See Grand Rapids news for

t



































































